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BIOGRAPHICAL SELECTIONS. 


Ee 


I. The Right Rev. Joun SAce, Bishop of the Scotch Episcopal 
Church. 


‘T HIS pious and learned divine, who has been strangely neg- 
lected in biographical collections, was born in the county of 
Fife, in Scotland, in 1652. He received his education atthe 
university of St. Andrew’s, where he took the degree of Mas- 
ter of Arts: after which he became a schoolmaster at Bingry, 
in his native county, and afterwards at Tippermoor, in Perth- 
shire ; but his stipend being small, he accepted a gentleman’s 
offer to become tutor to his two sons. These youths he ac- 
companied to St. Andrew’s, and on leaving them, in 1684, was 
ordained Deacon and Priest by the Archbishop of Glasgow, 
who also appointed him one of the Ministers of that city : 
about four years afterwards he was by the same prelate recom- 
mended to the divinity professorship in the new college of St. 
Andrew’s ; but the change of affairs at the revolution, and the 
ascendency of Presbyterianism over the ancient order of Church 
government hindered him of that preferment, for which he was 
so well qualified. Mr. Sage then settled at Edinburgh, where 
he officiated to a congregation of Episcopalians, till he was 
silenced by the imposition of a new oath. From Edinburgh 
he went to live in the family of Sir William Bruce, at Kinross, 
where he wrote his incontrovertible defence of Episcopacy, 
under the title of “* The Principles of the Cyprianic Age with 
regard to Episcopal Power and Jurisdiction,” &c. He was also 
the author of a smart piece against the prevailing party, en- 
Vor. 8 28 
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208 Biographical Selections. 


titled, “* The fundamental Charter of Presbytery ;” and some 
other works, which display great learning and acuteness. These 
rendered him so obnoxious to the Presbyterians, that he was 
much abused and persecuted by them. 

In 1705 he was consecrated a Bishop of the Scots Episcopal 
Church at Edinburgh, by John Paterson, Archbishop of Glas- 
gow, Alexander Rose, Bishop of Edinburgh, and Robert Doug- 
las, Bishop of Dunblane. 

Bishop Sage died in June, 1711, leaving behind him an ex- 
celient character for eminent learning, pastoral diligence, and 
unaffected piety. 


—__——ap 6 aa 


II. Account of Sir Grorcre DAtston, from his funeral Ser- 
mon, preached at Dalston, in Cumberland, April 28, 1657, 
by Dr. Feremy Taylor, afterwards Bishop of Downe. 


He was descended from an ancient and worthy house in 
Cumberland ; and he adorned his family and extraction with a 
more worthy comportment. He was bred at Cambridge, and 
was afterwards much at the court of Queen Elizabeth: but lest 
the levities of youth should be fermented by the liberties of a 
rich and splendid court, his friends thought it best that he 
should grow ripe in the sobrieties of a country life, and a mar- 
ried state ; in which he behaved himself with so great worthi- 
ness, and gave such probation of his love of justice, popular 
regards of his country’s good, and abilities to serve them, that, 
for almost forty years together, his country chose him for their 
knight to serve in all the interesting parliaments: where he was 
a leading man ; prevailing there by his great reputation of jus- 
tice and integrity. 

God was pleased to invest him with a marvellous sweet na- 
ture ; which is certainly to be reckoned as one half of the grace 
of God ; because a good nature being the reliques and remains 
of that shipwreck which Adam made, is the proper and imme- 
diate disposition to holiness ; as the corruption of Adam was 
to disobedience and peevish counsels. A good nature will not 
upbraid the more imperfect persons, will not deride the igno- 
ram, will not reproach the erring man, will not smite sinners 
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on the face, will not despise the penitent. A good nature is 
apt to forgive injuries, to pity the miserable, to rescue the op- 
pressed, to make every one’s condition as tolerable as he can; 
and.so would he. For as when good nature is heightened. by 
the grace of God, that which was natural becomes now spiri-+ 
tual, so these actions which proceeded from an excellent nature, 
and were pleasing and useful to men, when they derive from 
a new principle of grace, they become pleasant in the eyes of 
God: then obedience to laws is duty to God ; justice is righte- 
ousness, bounty becomes graciousness, and alms is charity. 
And indeed this is a grace in which this good man was very 
remarkable, being very frequent and much in alms, tender- 
hearted to the poor, open-hearted to relieve their needs. He 
was of a meek and gentle spirit, but not too soft, he knew how 
to do good, and how to put by an injury ; but I have heard it told 
by them that knew his life, that, being by the unavoidable trou- 
ble of a great estate, engaged in great suits at law, he was never 
plaintiff, but always on the defensive part: and, that he had 
reason on his side and justice for him, I need allege no other 
testimony, but that the sentences of the judges so declared it. 
But that in which I pronounced this good man most imitable 
was in his religion, for he was a great lover of the Church; a 
constant attendant to the sermons of the Church; a diligent 
hearer of the prayers of the Church, and an obedient son 
to perform the commands of the Church. He was diligent 
in his times and circumstances of devotion; he would often 
be at Church’so early, that he was seen to walk long in the 
Church-yard before prayers, being as ready to confess his 
sin at the beginning, as to receive the blessing at the end of 
prayers. Indeed he was so great a lover of sermons, that 
though he knew how to value that which was the best, yet he 
was patient of that which was not so; and if he could not leara 
any thing to improve his faith, yet he would find something to 
exercise his patience, and something for charity: yet this his 
great love of sermons could not tempt him to a willingness of 
neglecting the prayers of the Church, of which he was a great 
lover to his dying day. Oves mee exaudiunt vocem meam (says 
Christ), my sheep hear my voice; and so the Church says— 
My sheep: hear my voice, they love my words, they pray in 
my forms, they observe my orders, they delight in my offices, 
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thev revere my ministers, and obey my constitutions: and so 
did he ; loving to have his soul recommended to God, and his 
needs represented, and his sins confessed, and his pardon im- 
plored in the words of his mother, in the voice and accent’ of 
her that nursed him up to a spiritual life, to be a man in Christ 
Jesus. 

He was indeed a great lover of, and had a great regard for 
God's ministers, ever remembering the words of God, keep 
my rest, and reverence my priests. He honoured the calling in 
all, but he loved and revered the persons of such who were con- 
scientious keepers of their defositum, that trust which was com- 
mitted to them; such which did not for interest quit their con- 
science, and did not, to preserve some parts of their revenue, 
quit some portions of their religion. *He knew that what was 
true in 1639 was also true in 1644, and so to 57, and shall con- 
tinue true to eternal ages, and they that changed their persua- 
sions, by force or interest, did neither believe well nor ill upon 
competent and just grounds; they are not just, though they 
happen to be on the right side. Hope of gain did by chance 
teach them well; and fear of loss abuses them directly. He 
pitied the persecuted, and never would take part with the per- 
secutors. He prayed for his prince, and served him in what 
he could: he loved God, and loved the Church: he was a 
lover of his country’s liberties, and yet an observer of the laws 
of his king. 

Thus he behaved himself to all his superior relatives ; to his 
equals and dependants he was also just, and kind, and loving. 
He was an excellent friend, laying out his own interest to serve 
theirs, sparing not himself, that he might serve them ; as know- 
ing society to be the advantage of man’s nature, and friendship 
the ornament of society, and usefulness the ornament of friend- 
ship: and in this he was known to be very worthy. He was 
tender and careful of his children, and so provident and so wise, 
so loving and obliging to his whole family, that he justly had 
that love and regard, that duty and observance, from them 
which his kindness and his care had merited. He was a care- 


* This alludes tothe circumstances of the times, and expresses the unchange- 
able adherence of Sir George to the doctrines and orders of the Charch of Eng- 
land; notwithstanding the apostacy of many of her ministers, and the violence of 


her enemie 





i 


let 





ef 





Letters to Dr. Fohnson. 211 


ful and provident conductor of his estate: but far from covet- 
ousness, as appeared toward the evening of his life, in which 
that vice does most usually prevail amongst old men, who are 
most greedy when they have least need, and load their sump- 


ters so much the more, by how much nearer they are to their — 


journey’s end: but he made a demonstration of the contrary; 
for he washed his hands and his heart of the world, gave 
up his estate long before his death, er sickness, to be managed 
by his only son, whom he left since, but then first made and 
saw him his heir: he emptied his hands of secular employment, 
meddled not with money, but for the uses of the poor, for piety, 
justice, and religion. 

And now having divested himself of all objections, and his 
conversation with the world, quitting his affections to it, he 
wholly gave himself to reiigion and devotion. He awakened 
early, and would frequently be entertained with reading: when 
he rose still he would be read to, and hear some of the Psalms 
of David; and, excepting only what time he took for the ne- 
cessaries of life and health, all the rest he gave to meditation 
and prayer; save only that he did not neglect, nor rudely en- 
tertain the visits and kind offices of his neighbours. 

And thus, having walked profitably with his neighbour, and 
humbly with his God, and having lived a life of piety, he died 
in a full and honourable old age, in the midst of his friends, and 
in the midst of prayer. 











For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Original Correspondence between some of the most eminent 
Clerey of the Church of England, and others, and the Rev. 
Dr. Samuel Fohnson, first President of King’s (now Colum- 
bia) College. The letters will be published in chronological 


order. 
[Continued from page 194. | 


Dean Berkeley, son of Bishop Berkeley, to Dr. Fohnson. 
REv. AND DEAR Sir, 
J SHOULD before this time have answered your obliging 


letter which Dr. Jay brought hi ver, about two months ago, 
e 
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212 Dr. Fohnson to Dean Berkeley. 


had I not since that time been very ill of a quinsy and fever, 
from which I bless God I am now recovered. 

Your solicitor did me the favour to spend a day and a half 
at Bray, and he accepted of ten guineas from me as a mite ex- 
pressive of my most hearty affection to your seminary. The 
united colleges shall find in me an earnest advocate, and I hnm- 
bly implore the Divine aid for you, good Sir, and the other 
gentlemen concerned in the government of those seminaries, 
that the power of godliness as well as the form of it may be 
found within your gates! It gave great delight to my worthy 
mother, row at my house, to hear that you enjoyed your health 
and spirits ; she bears a most sincere good will to that quarter 
of the world where your acquaintance with her took its rise, 

The cause which Dr. Jay solicits will find an useful and very 
hearty friend in my curate, Mr. Whitaker, fellow of Corpus 
Christi College, Oxford, who has great influence in the uni- 
versity, and in Lancashire, where he has a good estate. He 
is a sincere Christian, and a learned man, and as such will be 
indefatigable in promoting so good a cause. 

It is with no small pleasure that I observe my worthy pa- 
tron, the metropolitan of this province, so very much in earnest 
m the cause of the American Church, and your seminary in 
particular: he has often and lately expressed a very high re- 
spect for Dr. Johnson, to whom I am, 

With the most cordial regard, 
A very affectionate friend and brother, 
G. BERKELEY. 

Bray, Nov. 13, 1762. 


ee ee 


Dr. ¥ohnson to Dean Berkeley. 


DEAR AND WORTHY SiR, 


[ THANK you for your kind letter, and am glad to be in- 
formed of your health and welfare, and of the health of that 
excellent lady your good mother, to whom please to return my 
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humblest compliments, and best respects. I also send you my 
heartiest thanks for your generosity to our college, and your 
forwardness to influence others in its behalf. I hope it will 
not now fail to flourish, and am with you very solicitous, and 
have laboured that it may flourish in true piety as well as learn- 
ing, which, while I live, I shall earnestly inculcate, and hope 
even when dead to be yet speaking. The cause of piety and 
virtue, as well as the Church and Society here, as well as with 
you, have many and powerful enemies, and we have much 
to do to withstand them. One especially, who is equally an 
enemy to the Trinity, Episcopacy, and the Liturgy, has lately 
wrote a most bitter thing against the Society proceedings, to 
which I am writing a short answer. I am very highly obliged 
to his Grace for the kind regard he has been pleased to ex- 
press towards me, and for his zeal towards the Church and 
College in these parts, and can’t but hepe it may issue in the 
establishment of Episcopacy here. 
S. J. 


-- a (2) Qe 
Dr. Horne, afterwards Bishop of Norwich, to Dr. ¥ohnson: 


Rev. Str, 


J AM greatly obliged to you for the good opinion you are 
pleased to entertain of me and any trifle I have published ; and 
rejoice to have an opportunity of recommending a work of 
real merit and solidity on the subject of the sacred philosophy, 
by my learned friend Mr. Jones, who is proceeding -on the 
same plan, with ability and erudition adequate to the work, as 
fast as his health will permit him. Dr. Patten’s controversy 
with Heathcote, sometime since at an end, I presume hath 
found its way to New-York. The Doctor hath published 
nothing more except an excellent sermon on natural religion. 
Dr. Newton, Bishop of Bristol, hath lately put forth an ad- 
mirable work on the prophecies, in three volumes octavo. I 
expect Dr. Jay every minute, to whom I shall deliver this, with 
a letter from Mr. Berkeley; and am, with best wishes and 
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~ 


prayers for the prosperity of King’s College, and the worth? 
president thereof, Rev. Sir, 
Your most affectionate servant, 


G. HORNE. 
Magd. College, Nov. 29, 1762. 


> © aa 
Dr. Fohnson to Dr. Horne. 


Yune 1, Stratford, Con. N. E. 
Rev. AND WORTHY SIR, 


I AM very much obliged to you for your kind letter of 
November 29, and the very excellent things that accompanied 
it, which are all entirely to my mind, and I[ want words to ex- 
press my gratitude for them. Mr. Jones’s Essay is exactly 
such a thing as I have long wished to see, and I am the more 
pleased with it as coming from the author of the Catholic Doc- 
trine of the Trinity, which I had before been highly pleased 
with. This is indeed the true primitive original philosophy 
and divinity of the holy scriptures, made evident and intelli- 
gible. You will please to give him my compliments and 
thanks for these good works, which I shall earnestly recom- 
mend to our booksellers to have always by them, and to my 
college to be always there taught and inculcated, where your 
state of the case has already been of good use. I earnestly 
pray God to give Mr. Jones life and health to finish what he 
designs ; and to you also, good Sir, as well as Dr. Patten, that 
you may go on to bless the world with your most useful 
writings, that this unhappy age may, if possible, be reclaimed 
from its apastatizing turn. I had received from Mr. Cooper 
a high notion of Dr. Newton, and ordered my bookseller to 
procure it, and am impatient till it comes. It is of vast im- 
portance to us at this distance to have good authors pointed 
out to us by good judges. I shall therefore be highly obliged 
to you if you will be so kind as to communicate to me and 
my successor such as at any time excel; and indeed it would 
be happy for us if really good authors could be influenced 
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from time to time to present our library with their productions 
in every kind. I date, you see, Sir, from this place, whither 
I am retired to spend with my only, and most tender, and du- 
tiful son, the little declining remainder of my time, being 
near 67, and wanting retirement, though, thank God, in per- 
fect health, except somewhat paralytic. I did not indeed in- 
tend quite so soon to leave the college, but so it pleased God. 
{ was suddenly driven from it by the small-pox breaking out 
in my family, and depriving me of the partner of my life; but 
[ hope it will immediately be well governed and instructed 
by Mr. Cooper, who is well esteemed, and appears to be an 
ingenious, industrious, and prudent young gentleman; but I 
have still the same care for it as ever, so far as can be at 
this distance, about seventy miles, the post weekly passing, 
and I hope now and then to visit it. If you do me the favour 
to write again, please to direct to me here, to the care of the 
Rev. Mr. Achmuty, New-York. 
I am, Rev. and dear Sir, 
With great esteem and regard, 
Your most obliged and obedient friend and brother, 
S. J. 


—_——ap CP ae 
Archbishop Secker to Dr. Fohnson. 


Lambeth, Aug. 18, 1762. 
Goop Dr. Jounson, 


T HE bearer is Mr. Cooper.* God grant he mav prove a 
proper man, and useful amongst you. I am not able at pre- 
sent to enlarge, for I have had the gout near three months on 
my right hand, which is still very weak and stiff; and it hath 
now seized my left; otherwise, through the divine mercy, I 
am well, and I hope to send vou a long letter soon. Dr. Jay 
will tell you, so far as he knows, for he doth not know the 
whole, what difficulties there have been about the collection 
for your college. ‘I think the agreement between him and ‘Dr. 
Smith a very right one, and beneficial to both colleges, Fa- 


* Afterwards Dr. Cooper, President of King’s College. 
Vou, 8. a9 











































216 Archbishop Secker to Dr. ohnson. 


vour Mr. Cooper with your advice about every thing : and if 
you think he is going wrong in any respect, either in his me- 
thod of instruction or his conduct, tell him your thoughts in a 
friendly and frank manner, supporting him amongst others at 
the same time. I really think he will take it well.. God bless 


you and your society in every thing. I am, 
Your loving brother, 


THO. CANT. 
ED ) 
Archbishop Secker to Dr. Fohnson. 


Goon Dr. Jot:xson, 


I HEARTILY thank you for your letter of August 10, parti- 
cularly for the concern which you express about my health. It 
is frequently disordered: but I can, for the most part,.pay some 
attention to business. When I fail, as I am now within a few 
days of seventy, an abler person, in all respects, I hope, will 
succeed me. Mr. Beach’s book is not come to my hands: I 
wish it had received your corrections. I am as desirous that 
your answer to Dr. Mayhew should be published as I can be 
without having seen it; because I dare say it is written with 
the temper which I told you I wished Mr. Beach might pre- 
serve. But, indeed, I fear the world will think we have set- 
tled too many missions in New-England and New-York ; and 
therefore it may be best, not absolutely to justify, but to excuse 
ourselves in that respect, as prevailed on by intreaties hard to 
be resisted, as having rejected many applications, and resolved 
to be hereafter more sparing in the admission of them; instead 
of making it our business to episcopise New-England, as Dr. 
Mayhew expresses himself. Our adversaries may be asked, 
whether they have not made as great mistakes in some points 
as we in this; and whether bitter invectives against them would 
not be unchristian. There was a company incorporated by 
Car. IIL. in 1661, for propagating the Gospel amongst the hea- 
then natives of New-England and the adjacent parts, which 
still subsists, and the affairs of it are managed by the dissen- 
ters. Queen Anne, in 1709, incorporated The Society in Scot- 
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fand for propagating Christian knowledge, and empowered 
them to propagate it not only there, but zn popish and infidel 
parts of the world. Accordingly, they had correspondents and 
missionaries in New-England above thirty years ago; and in 
Long-Island, Pennsylvania, North-Carolina, and Georgia above 
twenty years ago; and probably they have still. It may be 
useful to inquire, whether these two societies have observed 
their charters better than ours hath. If not, their friends should 
think and speak mildly of us. The new projected society at 
Boston is about sinking itself into the latter of these, as I am 
informed. I know nothing of Dr. Barclay’s defence against 
Smith, nor of Aplin. Possibly this last word was a slip of your 
pen, for Apthorpe. What will be done about Bishops I can- 
not guess. Application for them was made to Lord Egremont, 
who promised to consult with the other ministers, but died 
without making any report from them. His successor, Lord 
Halifax, is a fricnd to the scheme; but I doubt whether, in the 
present weak state of the ministry, he will dare to meddle with 
what will certainly raise opposition. I believe very little is 
done or doing yet towards the settlement of America; and I 
know not what disposition will be made of the lands belonging 
to the popish Clergy in the conquered provinces. I am very 
glad to hear that the money is paid to Mr. Charlton. I have 
heard nothing of any design of a Doctor’s degree for Mr. 
Chandler but from you. If any person here is engaged in it, I 
should know, that we may act in concert. But I think we 
should have a more formal recommendation of him from you 
and Dr. Barclay, and any other principal persons, clergy or 
laity, that we may apply to the University with a better coun- 
tenance. Your account of Mr. Cooper gives me great plea- 
sure. Ina late letter to me he expresses good hopes about the 
College ; but complains of some disappointment in regard to 
his income, which I do not distinctly understand. I have writ- 
ten to him, to recommend patience; and to Dr. Barclay, to 
desire that the Governors will be as kind to him as with pro- 
priety they can. Mr. Caner hath sent over one Mr. Trink for 
a new mission at Rutland, about sixty miles from Boston, with- 
gut any previous mention of the matter to the Society, which 
is irregular; and I do not think we shall appoint him to it; 
perhaps to some vacant old one we may, if any such there be. 
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218 Dr. Fohnson to Archbishop Secker. 


The mission of Braintree is offered to Mr. Winslow, im order 


_ to make room for*you at Stratford. Whether it be worth his 


acceptance, I know not. But the Society are very desirous of 
restoring you to your old station ; and if this proposal doth not 
succeed, they will be glad to have any other method pointed 
out to them. 

Since I wrote thus far, the Society hath appointed Mr. Trink 
missionary at Augusta. It seems he was inoculated a few days 
before. I hope he will get safe through the distemper. 

God bless you, good Dr. Johnson, and his Church in your 
parts. Iam, with much esteem, 

Your loving brotheryshe 
THOsCANT. 
Lambeth, Sept. 28, 1768. 


——EEE o> aa 


Dr. Fohnson to Archbishop Secker. 


December 20, 1763. 
May IT PLEASE your GRACE, 


J] HUMBLY ask your Grace’s pardon for writing so soon 
again, which I hope you will excuse, as I should be extremely 
wanting in my duty to your Grace, if I did not most grate- 
fully acknowledge your very kind letter of Sept. 28, which I 
lately received. I am very glad, and thank God, that your 
health is not so much impaired as to forbid your giving some 
attention to business, and I earnestly pray that it may be yet 
again confirmed, and be lengthened out to the utmost, and the 
rather, as I am extremely afraid that in these times no gentle- 
man can be found that will go near to make good your Grace’s 
ground. I am surprized Mr. Beach’s book is not come to 
your hand ; I sent a copy, which was promised me to be sent 
to you from Boston seven month ago, and I have again urged 
it, and Aplin’s, (a lawver) tor so is hisname. Mr. Caner (as 
it is privately said) has made, I think, a pretty good answer to 
Mavhew, with which mine, such as it is, is printed: but I 
hear Mayhew has replied already, still in his own way. Mr. 
Caner has remarked upon their Societies much as your Grace 
mentions to be done. I trust it will soon come to yeu, and 
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that you will not dislike it when it does. Did our benefactors 
know the real state of things m New-England, they would al- 
low that missionaries are as much needed here as in other parts 
of America. ‘The wildest notions are propagated here both 


on the side of enthusiasm and infidelity: but I wish to God 


more could be done there as well a here. Dr. Barclay’s de- 
fence was sent to the Society, and I have advised him to send 
your Grace a copy, and also to write in behalf of Mr. Chan- 
dler,* whose character truly is that of a most faithful mission- 
ary, and one that hath made much proficiency in learning, and 
especially in divinity. I know of none so much to my mind 
that loves books and reads so much as he. It would be for the 
honour and interest of the Church and religion if there were 
at least one in each province of that degree, and he a commis- 


sary. I wish Mr. Caner had a Doctor’s degree, who weil de-’ 


serves it, and the rather as there is none in that province now 
but Dr. Cutler, who has one. By a letter lately from Mr. 
Cooper it appears that the Governors of the College have en- 
larged his salary to his content. 

It is surely a miserable thing, my Lord, that we no sooner 
leave fighting our neighbours, the French, but we must fall to 
quarrelling among ours@lves. I fear the present state of our 
ministry is indeed very feeble, so that I doubt we must, after 
all our hopes, lose the present juncture also for gaining the 
point we have long had so much at heart, and, I believe, must 
never expect another. Is there then nothing more that can 
be done, either for obtaining Bishops or demolishing these 
charter governments, and reducing them all to one form, in 


immediate dependence on the King? I cannot help calling, 


them pernicious, for they are indeed so, as well to the best 
good of the people themselves, as to the interest of true reli- 
gion. I would hope providence would some how bring it 
about that things may be compromised respecting the ministry ; 
and would it not now be a proper juncture for some such ge- 
neral address from the provinces here to the King, as I once 
mentioned to your Grace? Or is there not probability enough 
of success left, with regard to both Bishops and Government, 
who, I believe, might be proved to make it worth while for a 


\frerwards Dr. Chandler, of Plizabeth-Town, New-Jersev 
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gentleman or two to go from hence, for the purpose of gaining 
these points? for I doubt nothing will do without solicitation 
from hence. I should be greatly obliged to your Grace for 
your opinion and direction in respect to these things as soon 
as may be. It is, indeed, too much to trouble your Grace 
with these affairs in your present infirm state. I therefore 
humbly beg your pardon that I am thus importunate. I re- 
member you once mentioned his Grace of York as having ex- 
traordinary talents for business ; could not he be engaged to be 
active in these affairs? I am greatly obliged to the Society that 
they are very desirous to restore me to this station. Mr. Win- 
slow is gone to Braintree, to see whether it will do for him to 
accept it, and I am prone to think he will. If he does I shall 
do my best, but I shall soon need some assistance. 
I am, with the greatest veneration, &c. 
S. J. 
( To be continued. ) 








For the Ciurchman’s Magazine. 


A Comparison of the Controversy between the Calvinists and 
the Arminians, with the rest of the Holy Scriptures. 


{ Continaed from p. 166. } 


5. Of Perseverance. 


Ir seems an extraordinary instance of the effect of established 
opinion, under circumstances which represent inquiry as sinful, 
that when the Arminians began to examine the foundation of 
the prevalent theology of the low countries, and to appeal to 
the world for the result ; they should at first exhibit the doc- 
trine of the final perseverance of the saints, as merely a ques- 
tionable point: a doctrine, of which it will not be rash to 
affirm, although the proof will not be here brought, that it was 
absolutely unknown in the Church, until after the beginning o 
the Reformation. In the preceding part of this work, the 
epistle to the Romans was thought silent, as to any thing in 
favour of the doctrine, or contrary to it. In what is to follow, 
the latter will be upheld as gospel truth. 


elise kai OC A AR pen ages Fu 


iste 





PAL he Ber 
~ Re 
Sn 














Sa ne MEET Pa ve “ 


ee 
w eet ED cy ‘a 


EN regs 


a tlle. 


5a it WE Pe Be 
ate ee Hamad ye LEN 


spre Heaps 


haahig ature 4 cuenta tee 
Se Pe Wan it MD, ae 





Let it be remarked, that this is one of the last subjects, on 
which, what is here conceived to be truth, might be expected 
to be laid down in form, in scripture. On the contrary, it is 
so consistent with what we know of the changeableness of the 
human character; with the temptations of life ; and with the 
remains of evil, confessed to, be an entailment on the regene- 
rate; that there would seem little occasion of revealing to us, 
our being still peccable, habitually and finilly: especially as. 
this attended our first estate in paradise, blessed as it was with 
a more vigorous intellect and a subjection to it of the affec- 
tions. -Under these circumstances, no more can be looked for, 
than the finding of the truth insinuated or presumed, when 
some other subject is in the contemplation of the writer: and 
of evidence of this sort, there is abundance. 

Not to omit the Old Testament altogether ; there are several 
passages in the third and the eighteenth chapters of the prophecy 
of Ezekiel ; the substance of which is thus given in the twenty- 
sixth verse of the eighteenth chapter—‘* When a righteous man 
turneth away from his righteousness and committeth iniquity 
and dieth in them ; for the iniquity that he hath done shall he 
die.” That is, say some, if such an apostacy could happen, such 
an effect would follow. The supposition, it seems, is merely 
made: but, let it be asked—for what purpose made, in the 
case in question? ‘There is also here introduced the old and 
arbitrary distinction between a secret will and the revealed. 
The passage is rendered still more explicit by the frequent re- 
petition of it, without such qualification as might prevent mis- 
take. 

There is also that passage in Psalm Ixix. 28— Let them 
be blotted out of the book of the living, and rot be written 
with the righteous.” It is not denied by Calvinists generally, 
that the passage relates to another life ; there being a connec- 
tion with a prophetic description of the sufferings of our Sa- 
viour: but there have been various ways thought of, to evade 
an authority, apparently so express. lt is supposed to bz’a 
catachresis, standing for the not being written in the book; or 
to have been spoken after the manner of men; or to have in 
view the excision of the Jewish nation, for their rejecting of 
the Messiah ; or to be resolvable into the indeterminateness of 
metaphor ; or to the being written in the book, not efficaciously, 
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but with a view to profession only ; or to recognize two spe- 
cies of predestination, one of them incipicnt and the other per- 
fect. Let all these hypotheses have their due weight; but it js 
here conceived, that the like may be devised without end. 

But the possibility of a fall from grace is interwoven in the 
legal economy ; being discernible in the very ground-work of 
it—the covenant made with Abraham. Of this the sign was 
circumcision; to which was annexed the promise—* I will 
establish my covenant between me and thy seed after thee.” 
From this covenant, there might confessedly be on the part of 
man a final fall. But if any doubt, whether the promise were 
intended in a spiritual sense and in its extent, they are here 
referred to Calvin; who (B, IV. ch. xvi. sect. 3, 4 and 6,) 
treats the subject as here stated ; among other things speaking 
of @ircumcision as regeneration ; involving the favour of God, 
remission of sins and eternal life. But it must be kept in view, 
that Calvinism, in the days of Calvin, did not explicitly embrace, 
the doctrine of final perseverance. 

In Matt. xiii. 20, 21, there are spoken of those, “ who for 
a while believe, and in time of temptation fell away.” Yes— 
it is replied to this—“ because they, have no root in themselves.” 
The term “ root” is a nicer figure, expressing permanency, 
This, it is true, they had not; and it is the very matter op- 
posed to the doctrine ; because they believed and yet fell away. 
But it is rejoined, that the faith was historical and not saving. 
Any authorities may be got rid of, by thus creating distinc- 
tions, concerning which there is not a word in sc: ipture, 

In St. Luke xii. 42 and following, our Lord describes a 
faithful servant, whom he should .think worthy of making a 
ruler over his household ; that is, of promoting to eminence in 
his Church. The lowest sense which can be given to this, 
characterizes every Christian minister, with all the accomplish- 
ments requisite in such a person. But is he above the possi- 
bilitv of final apostacy? Far from it: for he is threatened, 
tht in the event of an abuse of the authorities of his station— 
‘the Lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh 
not for him, and in an hour when he is not aware; and will 

cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the 
unbelievers.” The margin, instead of “cut him in sunder” 
has * cut him off ;” that is, separate him from the body of the 
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faithful: which is equally agreeable to the original, and exhibits 
a better sense. Here is Christian character on one hand; and 
fall—final fall, on the other. 

St. John xv. 2, 6. “ If a man abide not in me, he is cast 
forth as a branch and is withered ; and men gather them and 
cast them into the fire and they are burned.’ Here is first pro- 
nounced an union of the believer with Christ, as a branch with 
its proper vine. The branch was before described, both as 
drawing nourishment and as bearing fruit: which is a contra- 
diction of the usual evasion, that the severed branch represents a 
person, who is merely of the visible church, without being of 
the invisible communion of the faithful. No; he comes under 
one of the strongest descriptions in scripture, of a spiritual 
membership of Christ: yet, 43 the text shows, he may be at 
last like a branch withered, gathered, cast into the fire, and 
burnt. 

Rom. viii. 15. “ Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom 
Christ died.” The matter here guarded against is the undue 
use of Christian liberty: but why should it be restrained, if 
the apprehended consequence were such as could not hap- 
pen? The place is contradictory of the point of limited re- 
demption ; but it is equally so, of this of final perseverance : 
for the person in contemplation, is a brother; supposed to be 
in Christian standing ; from which he is in danger of being cast 
down and destroyed. 

1 Cor. viii. 11. “ And through thy knowledge shall the 
weak brother perish, for whom Christ died.” ‘This passage 
is precisely the same in sense with that immediately preceding, 
It enjoins the same temperate use of Christian liberty ; and 
they are alike- demonstrative of general redemption and of the 
possibility of a fall from grace. 

1 Cor. ix. 27. “ I keep under my hody and bring it iato sub- 
jection ; lest that by any means when I have preached to others, 
I myself should be a cast-away.” So says the great Apostle 
of the Gentiles, with all his attainments and after all his la- 
bours. It is the winding up of an allegory; in which the 
Christian life had been described, by an allusion to a race in 
the Grecian games. A candidate for the prize had little chance 
of gaining it, without the previous discipline of exercise and 
abstinence: and this was submitted to, with a view to an.erna- 
Vo. &. 30 
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mental crown, which, at the end of the course, was to reward 
the victor. St. Paul had undergone Christian discipline, with 
a view to an heavenly crown. He was however stilt aware, 
that the consequence of his relaxing might be his being at last 
[adoxsmos] a castaway; that is, unapproved or rejected by the 
judge. It will be in vain to attempt an explanation, founded 
on the consistency of practice with precept in the present life. 
Its race; like the race in the games, must be run; before the 
decision can be given. 

When the Anostle tells the Corinthians, I. x. 12—“ Let 
him who thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall,” he can- 
not but mean a fall that shall be final ; because he is cautioning 
against what had happened to the disobedient Israelites, who 
had been * overthrown in the wilderness.” As the apostacy of 
these was without recovery ; so must have been that, of which 
the Corinthians were instructed to be aware. 

1 Cor. xv. 1, 2. “ Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you 
the gospel which I preached unto you; which also ye have re- 
ceived, and wherein ye stand: by which also ye are saved, if 
ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain.” Here had been a gospel preached and re- 
ceived. Not only so, the people addressed had possessed a 
standing in it: for the Greek word [#s»xere] is not “ ye stand,” 
but “ ye have stood.” And such was their establishment 
therein, that salvation would be the sure effect of their perse- 
verance. But here comes in the exception—“ unless ye have 
believed in vain.” If there be any ground for the subtlety of 
an historical faith, it cannot be alleged here; because not con- 
sistent with the state, from which there is supposed a possibility 
of departing. Dr. Doddridge has so far a leaning to his system, 
as that instead of bringing back the term “ ye stand” to a con- 
formity with won original, he goes still farthts from it, by the 
paraphrase—** ye may be said to stand:” and he supposes of 
the latter part of the words of the passage, that the Greek 
favours their being construed into the same sense with the se- 
venteenth verse of the chapter—“ And if Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain.” But this is quite wide of the sense of the 
Apostle, in the place in question ; which implies a contingency, 
as tothe matter spoken of. But no such circumstance attached 
to the resurrection of Christ. 
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The same Apostle, in Gal. vy. 4, announces, as what must be 
the consequence of the intermixture of Judaism with Chris- 
tianity, by the Gentile Christians—“ Ye are fallen from grace.” 
Perhaps this was said, under the supposed condition of their 
not returning to the integrity of the faith, as it had been planted 
among them by the Apostle. Still, there is presumed the pus- 
sibility of the event threatened, For there would be no terror 
in the threat, were it imagined, that the fall would take place 
with the circumstance understood of subsequent recovery. In 
the same epistle, it is said—** Have ye suffered so many things 
in vain ; if it be yet in vain?” And yet there are people of 
whom he says in chap. iv. 6. ** Because ye are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father.” 

St. Paul, in his first epistle to the Thessalonians (ch. iii. 5.) 
informs them thus—* When I could no longer forbear, I sent 
to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter have 
tempted you and our labour be in vain.” Now let there be 
considered the character of the people to whom the Apostle 
writes thus. In the beginning of the epistle, he remembers 
their “ faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Not only so, he adds—“ Knowing, bre- 
thren beloved, your election of God.” On which may be in- 
cidently noted, how far that must be from meaning an election 
to life, founded or not founded on foreknowledge. But he 
goes on“ For our gospel came unto you, not in word only, 
but also in power and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assur- 
ance.” These words are here conceived to relate to miracu- 
lous demonstration of the truth of the gospel: but if they apply, 
as Calvinists commonly suppose, in part to the work of the 
Holy Ghost on the mind, their application will be the stronger 
on that account. In either case, there is much to the purpose 
in what follows—‘“ And ye became followers of us and of the 
Lord ; having received the word in much affliction, with Joy 
of the Holy Ghost; so that ye were ensamples to all that be- 
lieve in Macedonia and Achaia.” Such were the saints, of 
whom St. Paul acknowledges apprehensions—which however 
had become removed—lest his labour among them had been in 
vain-—Would an inspired Apostle have intimated such a dan- 














226 Comparison of the Controversy between 


ger, if it had been impossible? Or would any Calvinist divine 
of the present day intimate, that such a danger remained to 
those who were possessed of the tokens of election, here 
ascribed to the Thessalonian Christians ? : 

Constructed on a similar principle with that in the passage the 

last referred to, but disclosing the sentiment more largely, is a 
passage in the epistle to the Hebrews, in the third and fourth 
chapters, beginning at the seventh verse of the former. Here, 
the disobedient Israelites are said to have * hardened their 
hearts in the wilderness ;” and on this ground is founded the 
lesson to the Hebrew Christians—‘t Take heed, brethren, lest 
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God.” And as, relatively to those Israelites, 
there had been made and kept the divine oath— They shall 
not enter into my rest ;” so the danger is held forth to those to 
whom the epistle is addressed,—“ Let us therefore fear, lest, 
a promise being made of entering into rest, any of us should 
seem [that is, be seen, or adjudged, or proved, for the original 
may mean any of these] to fall short of it.” 

Throughout the whole epistle to the Hebrews, the writer of 
it seems to labour under the apprehension of an utter apostacy, 
of persons who had formerly both professed the faith and suf- 
fered for it. And the most alarming considerations which he 
brings before them are found in two passages, which speak 
decisively to the present purpose ; although it must be confessed, 
that there is in each of them a difficulty, on which the ques- 
tion is not dependent. The first of the passages, is in chap. 
vi. 4, 5, 6— It is impossible for those who were once en- 
lightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word 
of God and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall 
away, to renew them again unto repentance.” The other pas- 
sage is as follows (x. 26.)—* If we sin wilfully, after that we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there is no more 
sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment 
and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversary.” 

To distinguish the case of the Hebrews from any ordinary 
measure of delinquency, it has been justly remarked, that ab- 
solute and entire apostacy must have been the matter in con- 
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templation ; because they had been treated by the apostle, all 
along, as very faulty ; and yet not hopeless, as appears from 
the caution given. 

And then, to distinguish their case from any that can ordi- 
narily happen, it is further justly remarked, that there are ex- 
pressions strongly descriptive of the having been favoured with 
the highest evidence which could have been bestowed, in 
the display of a miraculous power before their eyes. And 
superadded to this, there is evidently implied a very consider- 
able measure of the experience of the consolations of Chris- 
tian hope. And then, in regard to the expression in the tenth 
chspter—* there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin ;” it is 
well remarked, that the words simplv express there being no 
other sacrifice, than that which has been rejected: but whether 
it may or may not be possible, to revert by repentance to that 
rejected sacrifice, is a point on which nothing is either affirmed 
or denied. 

On the ground of these remarks, it is not difficult to recon- 
cile the passages with the general sense of scripture; which 
does not deny the grace of repentance to those, who, after bap- 
tism, have fallen into sm. But how the passages can be re- 
conciled to the doctrine, that final apostacy is not a thing. both 
possible and to be feared, is more than can be here imagined, 

Were this problematical, it might be determined by a place, 
not far after the last of the recited passages. For the Apostle, 
having departed from the considerations referred to and entered 
on others collateral with them, reverts to the former in the 
place now noticed ; and cautions the Hebrews thus—‘t Now 
the just shall live by faith ; but if any man draw back, my soul 
shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them that 
draw back unto perdition ; but of them that believe to the sav- 
ing of the soul.” And he tells those Hebrews—* Ye have 
need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye 
might receive the promise.” From these things it appears, 
that there were among the Hebrew converts some at least, 
who were so confirmed as not to be the subjects of the holy 
jealousy, which the Apostle had all along expressed. And 
this is further proved, by what is said in chap. vi. 9—“ Be- 
loved, we are persuaded better things of you and things which 
accompany salvation, though we thus speak.” But that there 
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were others who “ drew back unto perdition,” after they had 
received the knowledge of the truth and partaken of the effi- 
cacy of the true sacrifice for sin, is a trait of the passage which 
cannot be effaced from it. It is one of the passages recited un- 
der the second point, on account of which Dr. Campbell so 
severely censured Beza, for his mistranslations of them in his 
version of the New Testament. For the words “ my soul 
shall have no pleasure in him,” there is put a Latin substitute 
which signifies—* it is not agreeable to my mind.” So diffi- 
cult did this translator find it, to reconcile the passage with his 
system.* | 


* To the passage in Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6, the eonstruction has been given, that 
the strong expression of “ having tasted of the word of God and the powers 
of the world to come,” may be considered, like “ the partaking of the Holy 
Ghost,” to have been intended of miraculous power, indulged to bad men. But 
this drags the passage from the purpose of the Apostle: because it limits the 
sense to hypocrites; whereas the whole epistle, and this part of it in particular, 
was written to dissuade professing Christians generally from apostacy. It would 
have had but a very imperfect influence of this sort, to have affirmed the impos- 
sibility of renewing to repentance those who had worked miracles, while they 
were sinners. If this were set aside; the falling away according to the plan here 
remarked on, must have been from working miracles. The renewing, indeed, 
is defined to be to repentance: but this roy pe the fall to be from grace. Be- 
sides, it does not appear in any part of the New Testament, that a bad man was 
ever armed with miraculous powers, for the propagation of Christianity. Simon 
Magus solicited, but did not obtain it. And therefore, what eur Lord says in 
Matt. vii. 22, may be thought to apply to intruders in the work; as in the case 
of the exorcists; mentioned in Acts xvii. 15, 14; which divine providence per- 
mitted, not as a direct mean of propagating the faith, but to be over-ruled to its 
advantage. 

Others think, that the words now under consideration intimate merely faint 
impressions—such as inay be permitted to an unregenerate man, on Calvin's plan, 
in order to render his damnation just: and this sense is thought to be favoured by 
the words “ them that have tasted” yevramerss |. But under the Greek 
word, literally used, there is included « thorough sensibility on the palates of the 
substance subjected to it: as in Luke xiv. 4— None of these men who were 
bidden shall taste of my supper.” Even in Matt. xxvii. 23—"* When he had 
tasted thereof, he would not drink”—the taste was a sufficient experiment made 
of the quality of the draught. When the term is used metaphorically, asin the 
place in question, it means a sufficient acquaintance with the thing spoken of; as 
where it is suid in this epistle—“* Who tasted death for every man:” which 
means entire subjection to its power. It is also a material objection to the pre- 
sent comment, in regard to all who have worn away any faint impressions which 
they had received, that they are represented as for ever after incapable of the 
grace, which is irresistible and saving. 

To the extenuating expedients here noticed, and to any others of the kind, 
the objection still occurs, of that species of falling which alone can be brought 
into consistency with the affirmed impossibility or extreme difficulty of “ renew- 
ing again to repentanee.” But what would seem to place the matter beyond all 
doubt, is the light which the passage receives from the concurring sense of the 
other passage beginning at the twenty-sixth verse of the tenth chapter. The 


two passages evidently relate to the same description of persons; who are (verse 
29) said to ** have counted the blood of the covenant wherewith they were sanc- 
tified an unholy thing”’—what words could have expressed more strongly, their 
having heen within the covenant of grace? 
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Not unlike some of the passages quoted from St. Paul, is 
that of 2 St. Peter ii. 20—“ If after they have escaped the 
pollutions of the world, through the knowledge of the Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein and 
overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the begin- 
ning.” It would seem, as though the Apostle could hardly 
have chosen words more descriptive of the Christian state: 
yet, the latter end of the persons spoken of was worse than the 
beginning. And as if * the latter end” were thought in danger 
of being softened to a loose signification, it is subjoined— 
** For it had been better for them not to have known the way 
of righteousness, than after they have known it, to turn from 
the holy commandment delivered to them.” If the matter in- 
tended had been a turning, from which there might still have 
been another turn; it would not be better never to have known 
the way of righteousness. But no; the Apostle could have had 
in view nothing short of hopeless ruin. It has however been 
said by some, concerning the persons spoken of, although with 
extraordinary violence to the passage, that they must have 
been hypocrites and pretenders. 

The same Apostle had, in the foregoing chapter, thus ex- 
horted those to whom he wrote—“ Wherefore brethren, give 
diligence to make your calling and election sure ; for if ye do 
these things ye shall never fall.” Here is still recognized a fall, 
as being possible to the elect. It is to be guarded against, by 
their making of their catling and election sure ; that is, stable or 
firm ; which is the sense of the original word “ GeCarcv.” Their 
election is acknowledged ; but there is required, that it should 
be rendered permanent. And how was this to be done? It is 
declared in the very passage; and was by “ adding to faith 
virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge, tem- 
perance ; and to temperance, patience; and to patience, godli- 
ness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness, charity.” These are the very matters referred to by 
the illative particle, in the verse under consideration. In the 
Alexandrine and other manuscripts, the true meaning is further 
identified, by its being added, to the injunction—‘* Make your 
calling and election sure”=«# by good works” (dva tay xaawy 
epyov.) The Apestle had addressed his epistle “ to them who 
had ebtained like precious faith” with himself, If a fall 
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from grace be impossibl« ; how coukd that faith have been made 
more sure, by good works? 

St. John says in his second epistle, verse 8— Look to 
yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have 
wrought, [or gained, says the margin] but that ye receive a 
full reward.” Here it is supposed, that what had been gained 
might be at last lost, by an admission of the heresy—for this 
the context contemplates—* that Jesus Christ was not come in 
the flesh.” 

Rev. iii. 11. “* Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man 
take thy crown.” It had been said just beftore—* be watchful 
and strengthen the things that remain, that are ready to die.” 
Expressions, of this sort, coming from the mouth of him * that 
trieth the hearts and reins,” must be predicated on the uncer- 
tainty of human perseverance, and the danger of final apostacy 
from God. 

In addition to positive texts of scripture, to the present point, 
it is usual to argue from the many exhortations to virtue and 
dissuasives from sin; which must needs, as is justly remarked, 
be materially weakened, by the admission of the sentiment, that 
the worst against which they are intended to guard is a tempo- 
rary dereliction. To give but a single instance: St. Paul, in his 
epistle to the Ephesians, after having saluted them as * saints,” 
as * faithful” and as “ chosen before the foundation of the 
world,” exhorts them [6, 11 and following] to “ put on the 
whole armour of God ;” and goes on, in a beautiful allegory 
founded on the then military art, to array the Christian in * the 
girdle of truth, the breast-plate of righteousness, the shield of 
faith, the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit.” 

Was all this to guard against a temporary inactivity in the field 
of battle, or an entire prostration under the adversary’s arm! 
The latter idea is certainly the most agreeable to the whole 
tenor of the passage. 

And this is the more evident, when it is considered, who 
the adversary principally contemplated in the passage, is» He 
is clearly there referred to; and again by St. Peter [I. v. 8.] 
thus—" be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary the devil, 
as a roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom he may devour.” 
Is this personage to be supposed uninformed gn a point, judged 
to be unequivocally declared in scripture? Or if informed, is 
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he so lavish of unavailing efforts, as to waste any on those, in 
whom he discerns evidence of being within the good shepherd’s 
pale ; and whom, if he should entice them from it for a while, 
he must restore? This is not consistent with his subtilty, as 
described to us. 

The plan of this w equires, that attention be now paid 
to the scriptural cori by which the doctrine of final per- 
severance is supported.” And the substance of them shall be 
taken from professor Turretine, in the order in which they have 
been arranged by him. 

1. There are all the texts, which establish the Rodi of 
election ; meaning in the Calvinistic sense of the word. Those 
quoted are Heb. vi. 17, Rom. ix. 11, 2 Tim. ii. 19, Rom. viii. 
29, 30. On the system here sustained, there can be expected 
no other answer, than a denial of the premises which lead to 
the conclusion. 

2. There are passages, which relate to the immutability of 
the covenant of grace, as Jer. xxxi. 32, 33, and xxxii. 40. 
Their purport may.be perceived by a recitai of the 32d and 33d 
verses of the 31st chapter—* Not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my 
covenant they brake, though I was an husband to them. But 
this shall be my covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel: After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be 


their God, and they shall be my people.” Answer: It will not ' 


be denied, that the passages in question relate primarily to the 
captivity of Babylon. But even taking the secondary sense, 
supported by some places in the New Testament; it may be 
conceded, that the covenant is unchangeable ; and yet contended 
further, that it is accompanied by conditions; which must al- 
ways be supposed to be performed by one of the parties, in 
order to make the promises of the other party binding. Be- 
sides, sach texts relate to the Jews as a nation, and cannot be 
applied individually, unless in the way of analogy. 

8. The conditional nature of promises furnishes a sufficient 
answer to the next description of texts, advanced by Turretine 
and reciting promises, as in Deut. xxxi. 8, and Heb. xiii. 5. 
The latter of which savs—“‘ I will never leave thee nor forsake 
Vor. 8. 31 
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thee.” The passages parallel to these are Hos. ii. 19, John x. 
27, 28, and Matt. xvi. 18. The last is supposed by Protest- 
ants generally, to contain a promise not to individuals, but to 
the Church as a social body. 

4. An argument is drawn from the merits and efficacy of the 
death of Christ, as applied to the subject in John vi. 37 and 39; 
and in xvii. 22. The first of these says—*“ all that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will 
in now wise cast out.” There can be no doubt of the abundant 
merit of the death of Christ, in reference to the end for which 
it was ordained. It was a property of this, that men must en- 
dure to the end, in order to be saved by it. But whether this 
be a necessary consequence of being once in grace, is a question 
left by the other subject, exactly as it was found. It is an 
honouring of Christ after a mistaken manner, to apply his 
merits to points, on the mere ground of our conceiving of them 
as suitably connected with it. On some such ground as this, 
Cardinal Cajetan argued with Luther, for a fund of superero- 
gatory works: and some have thought it injurious to the same 
merits, that even the sins of the elect, lived and died in, should 
interpose to hinder their salvation, purchased for them by se 
great a price. 

5. From the union of the faithful with Christ, expressed 
Rom. viii. 38 and 1 Cor. vi. 17. The former was considered 
in the first department of this work ; and the latter says—‘ he 
that is joined to the Lord is one spirit.” But from present 
union, the impossibility of future separation cannot be inferred. 
Else, how was Adam déprived of his early glory? And how 
happened it, that “ the angels kept not their first estate ?” 

6. From the efficacy of the intercession of the Redeemer, 
expressed John xi. 42 and Luke xxii. 32. The former says— 
‘* | know that thou hearest me always;” and the latter-—“ I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.” The sense of these 
texts is satisfied, by their being supposed to relate to the ordi- 
nary, although not irresistible aids of grace. However sure 
these to all who seek them ; yet prayer to that effect is made a 
duty, with the view to the cultivating of a sense of dependence 
on God. The duty rests on us, not as respects ourselves only, 
but as it involves the debt of intercession for others. And it 
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became our Lord, who was to be a pattern to us in all things, 
thus to intercede for his immediate friends and followers. 

7. From the guardianship and sealing of the Holy Spirit, de- 
clared in John xiv. 16, Gal. iv. 6, Eph. i. 13 and iv. 30. As 
to the guardianship spoken of, the sentiment “ I will pray the 
Father and he shall send you another comforter”—and the like 
—is sufficiently sustained, if our everlasting interests are pro- 
tected against all enemies besides ourselves. The idea of a 
seal is evidently metaphorical: and they who think it conclu- 
sive to argue from metaphor, should remember in regard to 
this, that the impression of a seal may be discontinued, because 
of some change taking place in the substance, on which it was 
made. However, it is apprehended, that the sealing spoken 


of is of the Church, by the miraculous effusion of the Holy 


Spirit. 

8. “ The gifts of God are without repentance.” Kom. xi. 
29. It is answered here, as in the former part of the work, 
that if these gifts are lost, it is from human changeableness; 
and not from repentance or change in the divine mind. 

9. From the nature of the spiritual life, which is described 
to be perpetual or eternal, in John v. 24—vi. 40, and 1 John 
v.13. The first says—“ He that heareth my word and be- 
lieveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life ; and shall 
mot come into condemnation, but is passed from death unto 
life.” These passages are expressive of the certainty of the 
love of God ; but by no means prove, that it may not be disap- 
pointed of its object, by the inconstancy of man. A beneficent 
father might make very ample declarations, to assure his chil- 
dren of his unalterable affection, and of its following of them 
to every period of their respective lives; and yet would be ut- 
terly misunderstood, if supposed to mean, that they were under 
a necessity of being benefited by his goodness. 

10. The Professor finds what a thinks an illustrious autho- 
rity, 1 John iii. 9; which says—* he who is born of God can- 
not commit sin ; for his seed remaineth in him; and he cannot 
sin, because he is born of God.” If this passage should be 
construed literally, as afirming that the regenerate cannot sin) 
it would be not only an error, but destructive af the scheme 
which it is intended to support. To guard against this, it has 
been judged necessary to understand it of final sin: ‘which, 
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however, is not intimated in the passage. There is indeed 
stress laid on the seed’s remaining. But to what is this ap- 
plied? It is, not the future state of the person in question, but 
his not sinning. He cannot live in sin, while that seed is in 
him ; and this is the most.the words express. But St. Peter 
[I. i. 23.] speaks the still stronger language of an ‘ incorrupti- 
ble seed.” Yes, the seed is incorruptible, but the soil may 
prove barren. But to return to the passage: it ought to be in- 
terpreted by the purpose of the writer; which was simply, as 
the connection shows, to affirm the indissoluble alliance sub- 
sisting between the Christian character and an holy life and 
conversation. If we must still listen to metaphor, brought in 
support of doctrine, it should be remembered, that he who is 
born, although he lives and acts, may die. The meaning can 
amount to no more, than that while a man lives under the in- 
fluence of the high and holy principle, implanted in him by the 
regenerating influence of Christianity, he cannot deliberately 
or habitually sin. 

The 11th consists of metaphor altogether; urging the com- 
parisons which have been made of the spiritual life, 1, to “* in- 
corruptible seed,” as in the passage noticed above; then to a 
“living fountain,” as in John iv. 14; and then, to “ trees 
planted by streams of water,” as in Psalm i. 3; and then, to an 
house built upon a rock, as in Matt. vii. 27. - All which con- 
tain simply the encouraging assurance, of the never failing sup- 
ports of divine grace, But how far men will avail themselves 
of this, the passages say not. 

12. St. John says of apostates [I. ii. 19.] they “ went out 
from us, but they were not of us.” Answer: he says this of 
some, who had obtruded themselves on the faithful, under the 
cover of false appearances. But there are apostates of another 
description ; who, as is said in another place, “ for a while be- 
lieve and in time of temptation fall away.” The place in ques- 
tion is just as if in some orthodox Church of modern times, 
the more vexatious and -visionary members were to separate 
and form a new profession; and it were then said of them, what 
the Apostle said of those of old like them: meaning, that how- 
ever within the communion, they had never entered into the 
spirit of its institutions. 

It would be improper to leave the doctrine of the final per: 











the Calvinists and the Arminians, &&c. 235 


severance of the saints, without remarking the dangerous as- 
pect which it wears, in relation to. sinful security and even li- 
centious living. That it has had this effect in many instances, 
is so well attested, that the fact will hardly be denied ; although 
it will be remarked, that the persons in question were never, 
as they supposed themselves, in grace. Yet, to all appearance, 
they had been under the same convictions of conscience; and 
had been favoured with the assurances thought to be possessed 
by those, who have been faithful to the end. 

Independently on what is usually brought under the name 
of immorality, there have been those, who have indulged them- 
selves in habits utterly inconsistent with the purity of Christian 
morals ; and again others, not conscious of habitual devotion, 
and of keeping God always before them ; who yet occasionally 
have looked back’ on what they called their first love, and have 
been confident, that, however smothered the flame of it fora 
while, it could never be extinguished. These different descrip- 
tions of people, if the theory here advocated be true, had no 
interest “in the kingdom of Christ and of God” during the 
seasons of their respective delinquency. Their former con- 
victions and sensibilities may or may not have returned ; but 
their only intermediate effect was the aggravation of sin. 

It is here acknowledged, that gracious truths ought not to 
be suppressed ; merely because the wicked abuse them to their 
destruction. But it ought to be acknowledged on the other 
hand, that an opinion, so easily abused as the one in question, 
should be well weighed and clearly proved, before it be affirmed 
for truth ; and especially of such a grade, as that without it, 
neither the sovereignty nor the truth of God can be sustained. 
( Lo be continued. ) 
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for the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Reflections upon the Prejudice excited in our Minds by the ex- 
ternal Appearances of Things. 


As I was one day standing upon an eminence, from which I 
had a distant view of a number of men who were employed in 
digging away a hill, they appeared so minute and insignificant, 
that the thought involuntarily arose in my mind, “ How is it 
possible that these diminutive creatures, which resemble insects 
crawling upon the ground,—+that each of these mere atoms can 
be possessed of a soul destined to endure through eternity, and 
capable of enjoying immortal bliss in the presence of the om- 
nipotent Creator of the universe?” This question, at the mo- 
ment it presented itself, caused me some pain; but a little re- 
flection taught me that, like many of the doubts and difficulties 
raised by scepticism, it was a mere suggestion of the senses, 
and not of reason. 

Upon this foundation of the external appearances of things, 
are built some popular arguments against religion in general, 
and against Christianity in particular. Nor should we be sur- 
prised at the weight which such arguments are found to pos- 
sess ; for the mass of mankind have neither leisure nor incli- 
nation to penetrate beyond the surface of what strikes their 
senses. 

It has been urged against Christianity, that this globe is but 
‘a speck in the universe, and that it is absurd to suppose that 
the Almighty Creator and Lord of all things should take upon 
him the form and nature of one of the little beings that creep 
upon this spot of earth, and that he should consent to suffer an 
ignominious death for their benefit. This argument has been 
set forth by infidels with much parade. 

It is also frequently asserted, that it is altogether improbable 
that man should suffer an eternal doom hereafter, in conse- 
quence of the actions which he can commit during the very 
short time that he remains upon earth, 

All this show of reasoning, which, at first view, has an im- 
posing appearance, vanishes into nothing when we reflect, that 
large and small are but relative terms; that the whole bulk of 
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matter contained in the universe is as insignificant, in compari- 
son of boundless space, as the minutest atom; and that, con- 
sequently, in the view of him who fills and comprehends all 
space, the smallest creature is not, 'on account of its dimen- 
sions, less important than the very largest. 

We may farther observe, that the essential qualities of a sub- 
ject do not depend upon its magnitude. The properties of the 
smallest possible circle or other mathematical figure are pre- 
cisely the same with those of the largest that can be delineated. 

Thus also we know that the greatest extent of time, when 
compared with eternity, and in the view of him who exists 
eternally, is no more than the shortest moment. If then we 
admit the idea of a state of temporal probation for eternity, 
(and I see not how it can be denied without depriving the soul 
of man of its immortality, or rejecting probation altogether) 
it is plainly a matter of no consequence, as to the eternal con- 
sequences of man’s actions, how long or how short may be his 
abode upon this earth. 

The truth is, that, in these and all similar questions started 
by infidelity, men deceive themselves by comparing creatures 
with creatures, and time with time; when, to form a just es- 
timate, they ought to contrast the creature with the Creator, 
and time with eternity. 

Men are not generally aware of the strength nt deceit- 
fulness of the prejudices which their minds imbibe from the 
external and habitual appearance of things. 

Some natural philosophers have displayed miuch anxiety to 
liberate mankind from what they call their prejudices, with re- 
spect to religious concerns. But they would have been much 
better employed in pointing out, and taking advantage of the 
tendency which the study of natural philosophy, when pursued 
with a proper temper, has to correct the first and ordinary im- 
pressions made upon our minds by the objects of sense. The 
attentive contemplation of the phenomena of nature impresses 
upon us this general truth, that vzszb/e things are under the 
agency and influence of those which are invzszd/e. It teaches 
that the greatest effects are not produced by causes which, to 
a superficial view, appear the most powerful. ‘From it we 
learn that an invisible force constantly acts upon all matter, pre- 
serving the minutest terrestrial bodies in their proper situations, 
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and governing the planets as they revolve in their orbits. We 
perceive that a secret invariable and mysterious influence go- 
verns the formation and growth of animals, vegetables, and 
minerals; giving to every species in each of the three king- 
doms of nature a distinct and appropriate conformation ; and 
continuing to act, from age to age, without interruption. We 
find that minute particles sometimes contain principles which 
enable ‘them to act with great violence upon large masses of 
matter. We are taught that the most extensive effects are not 
produced by the hurricane that sweeps the earth, nor by the 
lightnings that flash through the sky, but by the imperceptible 
vapours that float in the atmosphere, and by the subtile fire that 
pervades all nature. 

From such contemplations as these we become easily im- 
pressed with a sense of the superiority of mind over matter. 
We conceive with less effort that the universe is sustained and 
governed by a power, who, though immaterial and invisible, 
is omnipotent and omnipresent. We find that the analogy of 
nature fully warrants the belief, that our souls, while pent up 
in their present narrow cells, are but embryos that shall at some 
future period expand into beings of a nobler order. 

The wonderful nature of the human soul has induced some 
persons to believe that a temporary abstraction of it from the 
body may, by certain means, be effected even during the pre- 
sent life ; and that when thus freed from its fleshy mcumbrance 
its powers are incalculably greater than they were before. 

But, without having recourse to such fanciful speculations, 
any person who will attend to the operations and motions of 
his own soul, cannot fail to be persuaded, that to it, and not to 
his external frame, he must look, if he wishes to understand 
his real nature. The immaterial principle within us seems to 
have an expansive power, in consequence of which it is ever 
struggling to exceed the bounds prescribed to its inert compa- 
nion, the body. We seem conscious, that if our exterior frame 
was enlarged beyond the bounds of the universe, our soul 
could yet fill and wield it without effort. Who is there, when 
he raises his eyes from the earth, that does not feel a wish to 
soar into the fields of air, and range without restraint among 
the stars of heaven? , M. 
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An Account of the Labours of the Missionaries in North-Care- 
lina, sent by the Society for Propagating the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts. F’rom Humphreys’ Account of the Society. 


| 
‘I HE Society had a very early knowledge of the destitute 
condition of this province: the inhabitants, in the year 1702, 
amounted to above 6000 souls, chiefly English, besides slaves ; 
a great number of the people were desirous of having the 
Church of England worship settled among them; there were 
some Presbyterians, and fewer Quakers here, but many persons 
careless of all religion, and of a profane mind. However, 
some of the principal inhabitants did, in a very serious manner, 
and with a true Christian spirit, sect forth their wants of a mi- 
nistry to the Society. 

But the Society received the fullest information from the 
Rev. Mr. Blair, who had been an itinerant missionary im that 
country, supported with the bounty of 50l. from the Lord 
Weymouth. He arrived in North-Carolina in January, 1703, 
and entered upon the duties of his mission with great dili- 
gence and pains. The people were settled in such distant plan- 
tations on the several rivers’ sides, that he was obliged to be 
continually travelling from place to place, which could, not 
possibly be done without a guide, both on account of the badness 
of the roads, and difficulty to find them if once lost, as also 
by reason of the deserts between several plantations, some ex- 
tending forty miles in length, without any inhabitant. Besides, 
there was another exceeding inconvenience in travelling. this 
country ; it was watered with seven great rivers, all without 
any bridges over them: two only, which could be passed on 
horseback ; the others had ferries over them, m some places, 
and the passage there was chargeable. However, he exerted 
himself for some time, bought horses for himself and a guide, 
travelled over all the country, and preached twice every Lord’s 
day, for above a year; and sometimes on the week-days, when 
the people could bring their children for baptism. He baptized 
above an hundred during his continuance here. He was very 
useful to revive a sense of religion among them; and the peo- 
ple, in pursuance of an act of Assembly there, began te build 
VoL. 8. 32 
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three small churches. But he found the labour of continual 
travelling in excessive heats in summer, and extreme colds in 
winter, beyond his strength of body and mind. He would have 
resided on one precinct of the country, and officiated to all 
who could come to him; but the people were dissatisfied with 
this, telling him, the Lord Weymouth’s charity was intended 
for the good of the whole country. An act of Assembly had 
been passed a little before, allowing 30 pounds a year, of that 
country muney, making about 10 pounds sterling, for a Mi- 
nister in each division ; but that act was not then confirmed by 
the proprietaries, so that he had no allowance from the inha- 
bitants. [hese hardships rendered the mission so difficult, that 
some time after he was forced to return to England, quite sunk 
with poverty and sickness. 

This unprovided condition of the people engaged the Society 
to assist them. In 1707 they sent over the Rev. Mr. Adams 
and Mr. Gordon, itinerant missionaries, with a better support 
than Mr. Blair had. They were both very sensible they should 
meet with many discouragements in their mission; however, 
they entered on their office with much resolution. Upon their 
first arrival they entertained hopes of good success in their la- 
bours, from the encouragement which they received from some 
worthy persons in the administration of the government at that 
time. But soon after their arrival, many ignorant and irreli- 
gious persons in the colony raised such factions and animosis 
ties, and above all, made such a blasphemous ridicule of the 
most sacred ordinances of the Gospel, in a manner too profane 
to be mentioned, as occasioned long and public distractions, 
and mightily retarded the progress of the Gospel.. Mr. Adams 
and Mr. Gordon persevered, notwithstanding, in their mis- 
sions. The whole province was divided into four large pre- 
cincts, Chowan, Payuiman, Pascotanck, and Carotuck, be- 
sides Bath county, or Pamlico division. 

Mr. Gordon had the care of Chowan and Paquiman. Chowan 
is the westernmost, the largest, and thinnest settled; the peo- 
ple had built a church some time before his coming there, but 
it was small, and sorrily put together, and therefore they then 
had intentions to build another. There were very few Quakers 
or Dissenters in this parish. The people indeed were ignorant, 
few that could read, and fewer write, even of the better sort ; 
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yet the body of them were very serious and well inclined, ready 
to embrace, both in public and in private, all opportunities of 
being instructed. Mr. Gordon spent most of his labours in 
this precinct; it is very large, and divided by the great sound, 
and several rivers, which made his cure very laborious ; how- 
ever, he visited all parts of it, and baptized above an hundred 
children. Mr. Gordon had also the next precinct, Paquiman, 
under his care. There was a little compact church built here, 
with more care and expense, and better contrived than that in 
Chowan. The Quakers here were very numerous. This pre- 
cinct is not so large as the other, but the roads are worse. The 
people were very ignorant, and loose in their lives, unconcerned 
as to religion, through their want of ministers and good books. 

Mr. Gordon was in hopes the feuds and animosities among 
the people would have abated in a little time, but, on the con- 
trary, they grew higher, and the public distractions increased. 
He found himself, therefore, necessitated to return to England; 
which he did, bringing with him letters to the Lord Bishop of 
London, and to the Society, from the two precincts which he 
attended, certifying that he had discharged his mission with 
great fidelity among them, and indefatigably employed his time 
in promoting the interest of religion in those parts. 

Mr. Adams had the care of Pascotanck and Carotuck pre- 
cincts. Pascotanck precinct then had no church built in it. 
The roads here are the worst, but the country is closer settled, 
and better peopled than the other precincts. In their way of 
living, these people have much the advantage of the rest, being 
more industrious and careful. But they were above.all to be 
commended for their order, seriousness, and decency in at- 
tending divine worship. 

Carotuck is the easternmost precinct, including the sand 
banks, and part of the south part of the sound; a very incom- 
modious place for damp colds in winter, and musquitoes in 
summer; they had no church built here. Mr. Adams behaved 
himself with unwearied application; thé extent of his mission 
was in some places above seventy miles. There were 839 
souls in the precinct of Carotuck: he preached often, baptized 
here numbers of children, and administered tie sacrament. 
But the principal branch of his cure was the precinct of Pas- 
cotanck, where he chiefly restded. It contained above 1500 
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souls, 900 of which professed themselves members of the 
Church of England. He baptized in the parishes of Pasco- 
tanck and Carotuck above 214 children, besides grown persons, 
preached constantly, and administered the sacrament in Pasco- 
tanck and in Carotuck, 

When Mr. Gordon returned to England Mr. Adams was 
much. dejected, but resolved to make a farther effort. He 
continued very diligent in the discharge of his duty. How- 
éver, the public distractions could not be composed through 
the. perverseness of some Quakers. During all these broils 
Mr. Adams behaved himself with so much moderation and 
diligence as gained the favour and esteem of the most sober 
people, and preserved his character unblemished, even by his 
enemies. ‘The parties here grew of more imbittered spirits, 
and Mr. Adams was quite wearied out with the hardships he 
met with; he intended to return to England in 1710, upon 
which the Vestry of Carotuck and Colonel Glover wrote thus 
to the Society: ‘* Mr. Adams, during his abode among us, 
hath behaved himself, in all respects, worthy the character of 
a Minister, exemplary in his life, and blameless in his conver- 
sation; and now being bound for England, we, with sorrow- 
ful hearts, and true love and affection, take our leave of him. 
We shall ever bless that providence that placed him among us, 
and should be very unjust to his character, if we did not give 
him the testimony of a pious and painful Pastor, whose sweet- 
ness of temper, diligence in his calling, and soundness of doc- 
trine, hath so much ‘ conduced to promote the great end of 
his mission, that we hope the good seed God hath enabled him 
to sow will bear fruit upwards.” The Vestry of Pascotanck 
write to the same effect ; and Colonel Giover, president of the 
council there, transmitted these letters to the Society, and 
wrote thus with them: “ The enclosed papers being put into 
my hand, I held myself bound to present them to your board, 
and to join with the subscribers in the character they justly 
give of the Rev. Mr. James Adams, and to which I am sure ali 
persons, who !.1ve any respect to religion, do heartily concur. 
As for the difficulties he met with, he hath waded through 
them, under che vigilant eyes of the malicious enemy, without 
committing any thing unbecoming a Minister of Christ.” But 
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before Mr. Adams embarked for England he fell sick, and 
died in Carolina. 

The Society resolved again to assist this people; and ap- 
pointed the Rev. Mr. Urmstone and Mr. Rainsford Mission- 
aries there, about the year 1711. Mr. Urmstone took care of 
the north shore, at the lower end of Chowan, with all Pasco- 
tanck, and Mr. Rainsford of the west shore. But they had not 
been long in the country before the civil feuds among that un- 
happy people were followed with an Indian war, which threat- 
ened the total ruin of the colony; and had it not been for a 
very timely and powerful assistance from their neighbours, the 
South-Carolinians, it might have been effected. The Corees 
and Tuskararo Indians, near Cape Fear, made a terrible insur- 
rection, fell upon the inhabitants of Renoque, killed 187 of 
them ; most of the Palatines, with a Swiss Baron, perished in 
the massacre. ‘The Indians carried their plot on with great 
cunning and secrecy, and put it thus in execution, in a few 
hours, in many places. ‘The Indians did not meet in one body, 
but in small parties, of five or six men, waited as friends on 
those whom they purposed to destroy, and killed them with 
such weapons as they found in their houses, or near hand. ‘The 
South-Carolinians in this distress of theirs advanced 4000 
pounds, and sent Colonel Barnwell, with 600 whites and 600 
Indians to their assistance ; after a dificult march he met the 
Indians, killed above 300, took 100 prisoners, surrounded the 
rest, being about 600, in a fort, and forced them to sue for 
peace ; which he granted, as not having provisions for his own 
men, if the Indians should have held out: the other straggling 
parties of the Indians retreated into the territories of Fort 
Augustino, and lay there secure, under the Spaniards’ protec- 
tion. 

Mr. Urmstone, no doubt, could not avoid bearing a share 
in this general calamity; however, he continued some years an 
itinerant missionary. He travelled as soon as the heat of the 
summer was over through the whole government, 100 miles 
southward, beyond Neuze river, 60 miles westward towards 
Virginia, and as far north-east. He baptized in one half year 
279, 12 whereof were grown persons ; and had it not been for 
the neglect of the parents, and want of convenient passage, 
both by land and water, a great many more might have been 
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baptized. Mr. Rainsford also continued some time preaching 
on the west shore, and by his labours kept alive, among a wild 
and scattered people, some sense of religion; but at length 
was quite fatigued with the nardships of the mission, and 
quitted it. Mr. Urmstone continued longer, but was in some 
years wore out with the many difficulties and distresses he met 
with, and returned to England. 

Colonel Eden, then Governor of the country, wrote a very 
pressing letter to the Society in behalf of the people: some 
time after the Society appointed the Rev. Mr. Newman mis- 
sionary; he arrived in North-Carolina in 1722, and transmitted 
te the Society.an account of his labours and success in his mis- 
sion. The summary of which is as follows: “ After a long 
and fatiguing voyage of above four months, from December the 
1st to April the 10th, myself and little family arrived at Ca- 
rolina. The late Governor Eden being dead, I waited upon 
the President, a worthy gentleman, delivered him my creden- 
tials, with’ which he declared himself satisfied, and received 
me with great kindness and respect. I hope I shall do a great 
deal of good: the Vestry have laid out my journies where I 
am to officiate. The first Sunday I go by water, and some few 
miles by land, and preach at Esquire Duckingfield’s house, 
(which is large enough to hold a good congregation) till such 
time as they build a Church, which is hereafter to be called So- 
ciety Church; and in order to it, they are now making a col- 
lection through the whole parish. The second Sunday I take 
a journey up to a place called Maharim, about forty miles off, 
where there are abundance of inhabitants, who are also making 
a collection to build a Church forthwith. The third Sunday 
I perform divine service at Esquire Duckingfield’s. “The 
fourth Suncay I go up to a place called Wicacon, about thirty 
miles journev. The fifth Sunday I cross the sound to go to 
Eden town, where the Vestry have also proposed to build a 
Church very soon. The sixth Sunday I go up to a chapel on 
the south shore, about twelve miles by water; and the seventh 
Sunday begin the same course again. But once every quarter 
I go up to a place called Renoque, 80 miles journey ; and the 
five last Sundays of the year the Vestry allow I may go my 
rounds, and visit the remote parts of the country, where some 
inhabitants live, 150 miles off; people who will scarce ever 
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have the opportunity of hearing me, or of having their children 


. baptized, unless I go among them. The country is in general 


very well pleased with my coming among them, but the people 
are for the most part poor, and very ignorant. I have baptized 
120 boys and 91 girls, five persons above twenty years of age, 
and two married women, this last year. 

Upon bare reading of this letter, the reader will immediately 
reflect, that he must take indefatigable pains in performing so 
much difficult duty. However, he persevered with great re- 
solution. Some time afterwards other accounts came to the 
Society, that since his last letter, he had preached constantly, had 
baptized 269 children, one woman, and three men, who gave 
a very good account of their faith; and two negroes, who 
could say the Creed, Lord’s Prayer, and Ten Commandments, 
and had good sureties for their farther information ; and that 
he designed shortly to go to Bath county, where he was greatly 
wanted, being informed there was at least three hundred chil- 
dren, whose parents desired his coming among them, to have 
them baptized. 

But having contracted frequent and severe illnesses by con- 
stant travelling, he died in the year 1723, very much to the 
loss of all this people. 

In the year 1725, Sir Richard Everett, going then over Go- 
vernor, the Rev. Mr. Blacknal applied to be sent missionary, 
and was employed by the Society, but they have had no accounts 
of his progress, and it is believed he hath left that country ; so 
that this whole people, being now about 10,000 souls, are with- 
out any minister. What Governor Eden remarked to the So- 
ciety in favour of this colony deserves to be taken notice of 
here. ‘ Though the state of this government hath been for 
many years very unsettled, chiefly so by reason of intestine 
feuds, yet the people have declared themselves sincere mem- 
bers of the Church of England, by the act of Assembly passed 
in 1715, for establishing the Church, and appointing select 
Vestries, the preamble to which is as follows: ‘ This province 
of North-Carolina, being a member of the kingdom of Great- 
Britain, and the Church of England being appointed by the 
charter from the crown, to be the only established Church, to 
have public encouragement in it: We, therefore, to express 
eur gratitude to the right honourable the Socicty for Promoting 
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the Christian Religion in foreign parts, and our zeal for pro- 
moting our holy religion, by making such provision for build- 
ing churches and chapels, and maintaining of the Clergy as 
the circumstances of this government will admit,” &c. And 
by this act they divide the whole country into nine parishes, 
name Vestries, and settle salaries for the Ministers of each 
parish, not exceeding 50 pounds, and provided, the whole pa- 
rish charges do not exceed five shillings per pole, on all taxable 
persons. 

This speaks, at least, the good disposition of the people, 
though the 50 pounds settled by the act would amount to a 
very small sum in sterling money. There ate not above one or 
two churches yet built in this government; however, the So- 
ciety have, at several times, by their missionaries, dispersed 
here above 300 volumes of bound books, besides about 100 
pounds worth of small tracts of devotion and instruction. 
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The Ten Commandments explained in a devotional form, by 
Bishop Kenn. 


{ Continued from p. 181. | 
The Third Commandment. 


O MY God, thy name is thy own glorious and amiable self, 
thy divine nature, and perfections, and works, most worthy to 
be adored, most worthy to be loved ;” and therefore I will al- 
ways adore and love thy name. 

O my God, may I ever have awful thoughts of thee !* May 
I never mention thy venerable name, unless on solemn, and 
just, and devout occasions! May I never mention it on those 
occasions without acts of love and adoration !* 

O my God, to love and to glorify thy name, is the great end 
of our creation, which is still more enforced by our redemp- 
tion: O let it be the greatest business of my whole life to love 
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id- and to glorify it all the possible ways I can, by my mouth,* by 
as my conversation,’ by my public confession of thee before men, I 
nd even to death,’ whenever thou art pleased to call me to it, by C 
es, | engaging all I can to glorify and love thee. O happy life, O a 
ch blessed death, which is spent, and expires, in glorifying, in 4 
a- : loving thee! i 
le O my God, my heart shall ever be jealous of thy name." I 4 

can have no true love, no real concern for thee if I do not, to 
le, the utmost of my power, assert and vindicate the name of my 
,a % beloved, whenever I hear it dishonoured. 
or | O my God, fix in my soul an habitual pure intention of thy 
30- | glory in all my actions, that whether I eat or drink, or what- 
ed ever I do, I may do all to the glory' of my beloved. 
— | 

Oaths. 


O my God, fill me witha religious awe of oaths, in which 
the honour of thy beloved name is so highly concerned. 

I know, O great Jehovah, that in an oath I solemnly invoke 
thee, as a witness to attest the truth of what I swear,* asa 
t judge to punish me if I swear falsely. 

Far be it from’ me, O Lord God, ever to swear, and in 
swearing to invoke thee, unless upon inducements lawful and 
important, when thy glory,! the command of my superiors, the 
visible good of my neighbour, the ending of strife," or my 
own innocence, obliges me to do it! 


*. O Lord God, whenever I am duly called to an assertory 
to fj oath, grant I may swear in truth, in righteousness, and in 
al- | judgment." 
Whatever lawful promissory oaths I take, Lord, give me 
ay : grace conscientiously to perform them, though to my own 
nd hindrance.° 
ose 
Vows. 
nd | 
ip- The glory of thy most beloved name, O great Jehovah, next 
ve to the truth of our oaths we invoke thee to attest, is concerned | 
ich. e Psalm fi. 15. f Matt. v. 16. g Matt. x. 32. 1 Peter iii. 15. _ 
bh) Kings xix. 10. i 1 Cor.x. 31. 9k Gen. xxxi. 50, $3.) Deut. vi. 13. 
m Heb. iv. 16. n Jev. iv. 2. ° Psalm xv. 4. 2 Sam. xxi. 7. 
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in the sincerity of those vows we offer thee to accept:? O do 
thou therefore create in me a serious sense of the religiousness 
of vows, that my vows may not dishonour thee. 

O my God, whenever I voluntarily vow a vow to thee, give 
me grace to vow with all the due caution I can, that I may vow 
those things only which are lawful and acceptable to thee, and 
which thou hast put in my power,’ that I may vow with deli- 
beration and ghostly advice, and on weighty and considerable 
occasions only, and with a design of glory,’ and thankfulness, 
and love to thee. 

O my God, give me grace faithfully to perform all the vows 
[ make to thee,' especially my baptismal vow, and all my re- 
peated vows of amendment, in which I have so often vowed to 
glorify and love thy name. 

O my God, let thy all-powerful love abound in my heart, 
and in the hearts of all that profess thy name, that in all these, 
and in all other possible instances of thy love, our souls may be 
continually employed to praise and to love thee. 

O my God, let me ever be seeking occasions to excite all | 
can to adore and love thee. 

O my God, who is there that knows thy great, thy beloved 
name, can ever in the least dishonour it ?° 

O my God, I[ renounce, and detest, and bewail, as odious 
and offensive to thee, as directly opposite to thy love, and to 
thy glory, 

All taking of thy name in vain ; 

All use of it on trivial occasions, and without holy awe ;* 

All abuse of it in impious jests, in charms, or curses, or 
imprecations, or telling fortunes, or exploratory lots ;* all irre- 
verent thoughts of thy name,* profaneness and blasphemy ;¥ 

All denying thee by my works,’ or refusing publicly to con- 
fess thee, when called to it,* or tamely enduring to hear thee 
dishonoured ;° 

All heathenish, or customary, or rash oaths, or swearing in 
ordinary communication, or by any creature ;° 

All breaking of lawful oaths, perjury, false swearing, and 
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invoking thee, O God of truth, to attest a lye; sins most de- 
structive to public faith and society, and to our own souls, and 
most dishonourable and hateful to thee ;4 

All hasty, or unlawful, or superstitious, or impossible vows,° 
all breaking those that are regularly made :* 

All the least tendencies to any of these impieties. 

From all these, and the like hateful violations of thy love, 
and from that vengeance they justly deserve, O my God, O my 
Love, deliver me, and deliver all faithful people. 

O my God, I earnestly pray, that thy love may so prevail 
over our hearts, that we may sadly lament and abhor all these 
abominations, and may never more provoke thee. 

O great Jehovah, thou art jealous for thy glorious and be- 
loved name; and without a particular and serious repentance, 
thou wilt not hold him guiltless that taketh it in vain; thou 
wilt pour on him the phials of thy wrath, thy wrath eternal ; # 
and yet thy ever blessed name is, alas! alas! daily, hourly, 
blasphemed." 


O apostate, infamous world, wherein infinite goodness is so - 


often blasphemed! Were not thy name Love,’ O Lord, as well 
as Jehovah, thou hadst long ago avenged thyself of the blas- 
phemous world, with a vengeance worthy of God. 

Glory be to thee, O long-suffering Love, for thy forbearance, 
efficacious of itself to convert the whole world, did the world 
but seriously consider it. 

O Almighty Love, thou canst as easily diffuse thy love over 
the world, as thou didst at first diffuse light: O let thy fear, 
and thy love, so universally affect the age, that thy great and 
beloved name may be universally adored and loved. 


The Fourth Commandment. 


Glory be to thee, O my God, who, in compassion to human 
weakness, which is not capable of an interrupted contempla- 
tion of thee, such as the saints have above, hast appointed a 
solemn day on purpose for thy remembrance. 

Glory be to thee, O my God, for proportioning a seventh 


@ Zech. vii. 17. v. 4 Jer. xxiii. 10. Hosea iv. 2, 5. ¢ Mal.i. 14. Jer. xtiv. 25 
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part of our time te thyself, and liberally indulging the re- 
mainder to our own use. 

O my God, let me ever esteem it my privilege, and my 
happiness, to have a day of rest set apart for thy service,* and 
the concerns of my own soul ; to have a day free from distrac- 
tions, disengaged from the world, wherein I have nothing to do 
but to praise and to love thee. 

Lord* grant that I may not only on thy day give thee due 
worship myself, but may give rest and leisure also to my fa- 
mily, to all under my charge, to serve thee also,’ to indulge ease 
to my very beasts, since good men are merciful even to them.” 

Glory be to thee, O blessed Spirit, who on the first day of 
the weck didst descend in miraculous gifts and graces on the 
Apostles :" O descend upon me, that I may be always in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s day. 

O my God, give me grace on thy day to worship thee in my 
closet, and in the congregation to spend it in doing good ;° in 
works of necessity, devotion, and charity; in prayer, and 
praise, and meditation: O let it ever be to me a day sacred to 
divine love, a day of heavenly rest and refreshment. 

Thou, O my God, didst ordain the judaical sabbath as a 
shadow of the true gospel sabbath :? O may I every day keep 
an evangelical sabbath, and rest from my sins, which are my 
own works, while I live here ; and may IL celebrate an eternal 
sabbath with thee? in heaven hereafter. 

O my God, for the like purposes of piety, and of wr glory, 
give me grace to sanctify the feasts and fasts of thy Church,’ as 
in the number of those happy days set apart for the remem- 
brance of thy love. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord God, who didst command the 
sabbath or seventh day to be kept holy and strictly observed by 
the Jews as thy sabbath, in memory of the creation; of thy 
making heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 
and of thy resting the seventh day, of thy blessing the seventh 
day and hallowing it. 

We Christians, O Lord God, following the moral equity of 
thy command, and authorized by apostolical practice,' cele- 
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brate the Lord’s day," the first day of the week, in memory of 
our redemption, in memory of thy resurrection from the dead, 
O most beloved Jesus, when thou didst rest from the labours 
and sorrows of the new creation: O may I ever remember thy 
day, and thee! 

Glory be to thee, O my God, who hast under the gospel 
delivered us from the rigours, but not from the piety of the 
Jewish sabbath. 

Lord, since the blessing of everlasting salvation, which we 
Christians on thy day commemorate, does wonderfully exceed 
the creation commemorated by the Jews; O let our love, and 
praise, and devotion, and zeal, proportionably exceed theirs 
also.” 

O my God, let thy all-powerful love abound* in my heart, 
and in the hearts of all that profess thy name, that in all these 
anc all other possible instances of thy love, our souls may be 
continually employed to praise and to love thee. 

O my God, let me ever be seeking occasions to excite all I 
can to adore and love thee. 

O my God, I renounce, and detest, and bewail, as odious 
and offensive to thee, as directly opposite to thy love, and to 
thy glory, 

All profanations of thy hallowed day, and of all other holy 
times’ celebrated to.thy praise and thy love ; 

All Judaizing severities,” all worldly-mindedness, and un- 
necessary business,* or not allowing those under my care, li- 
berty and leisure for thy service® on thy day ; 

All unmercifulness to my very beasts ;° 

All indevotion or forgetfulness of thee :4 

All the least tendencies to any of those impieties. 

From all these, and the like hateful violations of thy love. 
and from that vengeance they justly deserve, O my God, deli- 
ver me, and deliver all faithful people. 

O my God, I earnestly pray, that thy love may so prevail 
over our hearts, that we may sadly lament and abhor all these 
abominations, and may never more provoke thee. 

( Lo be continued. ) 
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A Pastoral Address to the Clergy and Laity of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America, from the 
House of Bishops of said Church, assembled in General Con- 
vention, at New-Haven, Connecticut, May, A. D. 1811. 


BRETHREN, 


R EING assembled in General Convention of our Church, 
we embrace the opportunity of once more inviting your atten- 
tion to her concerns. 

In our former address, we held up to your view the leading 
principles of our communion in doctrine, discipline, and wor- 
ship; exhorting to a steady maintenance of the profession of 
them ; and, above all, to a manifesting of their holy influence 
on practice. Whatever weight may be supposed to have at- 
tached to the important considerations then urged ; we refer to 
the subjects, in order to continue and perpetuate any salutary 
impression which may have been made by them. But not go- 
ing again over the ground of the same topics ; we shall at this 
time confine our attention te some matters, which especiallv 
produce an intercourse between us, and both our clerical and 
lay brethren, within the department of the Episcopacy. 

The first matter which we have to mention—and this we 
address exclusively to the clergy—is the duty lying on them, 
of making to their respective bishops, and where there are no 
bishops, to the different, standing committees, reports on the 
subjects specified by the 45th canon, thus qualifying the con- 
ventions in the different states, to make the reports exacted of 
them by the same canon, to the General Convention. The 
imperfection of the latter description of reports, manifests too 
clearly the inattention in some places to the requisition, and 
defeats in a great measure the design of it. If the object 
should be thought by any unimportant ; we do not hesitate to 
express our belief, that a continued series of the documents 
demanded gives more aid, towards forming a judgment of the 
progress or the decline of religion in different places, than 
some species of accounts which might be given with the like 
intent; but which would be affected by a temporary interest 
taken in religion, and not producing any permanent effects. 
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What occasions the default here complained of to be the more 
lamented by us, is the cause which it gives to apprehend, that 
there are not every where kept records of the transactions, of 
which the returns are to be made. The keeping of those re- 
cords is exacted of the clergy, independently on the objects of 
the canon referred to; and is occasionally cf so much conse- 
quence to the fortunes, and in some instances to the reputation 
of individuals, that we do not know how any clergyman, neg- 
ligent in this particular, can answer for it to God and to so- 
ciety. But even if he be punctual in the discharge of this part 
of his duty, he ought to suppose that if his bishop and his 
other brethren interest themselves in the success of the preach- 
ing of the gospel; they will wish to know, and it is reasonable 
they should know, what is the state of it within his cure. 

The next subject on which we address you, is the preparing 
and the presenting of young persons and others, for the holy 
rite of Confirmation. It is matter of grief to us, although we 
trust it is sufficiently accounted for by the extent of our dio- 
ceses, and by our known engagements, that this apostolic ordi- 
nance cannot be carried, under present circumstances, to all the 
churches under our respective superintendence. In regard to 
those within our reach; it has not been unobserved by us, 
how zealous and how successful some of the clergy have been, 
in aiding our efforts in this branch of the Episcopacy; and 
even in soliciting our visits to their respective churches, with 
a view to it. And if the same cannot be affirmed of all our 
reverend brethren; we are aware, that, in some instances, it 
may have been less owing to indifference and neglect, than to 
the difficulty of introducing a practice, which, until within 
these few years, was unknown in this country ; however in it- 
self co-eval with our holy religion. Although the source from 
which it has descended to us, as a mean Of grace, appears to 
our minds a sufficient reason for the upholding of it; yet our 
desire of this is much increased, by remarking its practical 
utility ; in designating a time, when it becomes especially pro- 
per to call the attention of young persons advancing to matu- 
rity, toa weight of obligation which lies on them, independ- 
ently on any act of theirs; but the pressure of which they are 
the more likely to feel in succeeding life, in consequence of 
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their assenting to promises, which had been before made by 
others in their names. 

We combine with this its kindred and instrumental subject 
of Catechetical instruction; addressing what is to be said con- 
cerning it, as well to those who have not, as to those of the 
clergy who have the opportunity of presenting the members of 
their congregation for confirmation. We think it no small 
branch of the utility of this rite, that it gives additional calls 
to a species of instruction which is very important, but in dan- 
ger of being neglected. For while what are known under the 
name of sermons have at their command a great variety of 
matter, calculated to display any talents possessed by the 
preacher, and to gratify the curiosity uf the hearers, there 1s 
nothing of this in the humble office of Catechetical instruc- 
tion ; in which he who gives it must be content to repeat the 
same truths over and over, in the same or nearly the same 
form; accommodating himself to that saying of the prophet 
Isaiah—* Line upon line and precept upon precept.” And 
yet observation may abundantly convince any one, how much 
this is wanted by very many; who, although intelligent and 
informed in other matters, are incompetent to the giving of a 
statement of the evidences, either of the Christian religion 
generally ; or of the doctrines of it as professed by the church 
in which they have been born and educated. Were we sus- 
picious in regard to the soundness of her principles, we should 
be less solicitous in this matter. But believing them to be 
evangelical and rational; we wish, that there may be more ge- 
nerally invited to them the attention of those, who do not 
esteem themselves too wise to receive instruction in this line. 
It cannot but occur, that in the discharge of such duty, it is 
desirable there should be shown the reasons of the decisions of 
our church, on points concerning which we differ from other 
bodies of professing Ciristians. But in saying this, we should 
be misunderstood, if supposed to wish the duty performed in 
the spirit of uncharitableness. The greatest possible distance 
from this, we hold to be consistent with the most determined 
attachment to what we receive as truths delivered to us by the 
divine Author of our religion, and his apostles; and with a 
temperate zeal to defend and recommend them. 





= 


( 
t 
t 
C 
} 
n 
0 
h 
tl 
fl 





A Pastoral Address. 256 


It is evident of the duty here stated as lying on the clergy 
that it implies a correspondent duty to lie on our brethren of 
the laity, to aid this very powerful mean of giving religious 
instruction, and of impressing religious truth. The least that 
can be expected of heads of families, is to send the younger 
and the less informed members of them, to profit by any op- 
portunities of this sort which may be offered. But they have 
it in their power to do much more, by adding the sanction of 
their authority and their persuasion, to whatever may be use- 
fully delivered. And here we cannot lose the opportunity of 
making the remark, that it tends strongly to show the import- 
ance of “ adorning the gospel of our God and Saviour in all 
things ;” when it is considered, that those heads of families 
who are notoriously deficient in the performance of their reli- 
gious duties, however their judgments may approve of send- 
ing those dependent on them to opportunities of instruction, 
naturally indulge indisposition to a duty; in complying with 
which, they cannot but feel the sting of censure on themselves. 

We further address both our clerical and our lay brethren, 
on the subject of the recommendation of candidates for holy 
orders. As our canons now stand, the recommendations come 
to us through the medium of committees in the different states, 
who must be previously satisfied, either from personal know- 
ledge, or by documents laid before them. Although we have 
too many opportunities of knowing that a considerable portion 
of the community are ‘easily brought to testify what is not 
within their knowledge, and even what is contrary to it; yet 
we have no reason to doubt of the discrirmination made by the 
committees, as to the characters on whom they place reliance. 
But what we have to recommend to their particular attention 
on this point, is the responsibility attached to the circumstance, 
that they think the pefson recommended fit to be admitted to 
the order for which he is a candidate. It is evident that their 
opinion, thus expressed, ought to rest on rational ground ; and 
that to constitute this, the party’s being unimpeached as to his 
moral character, and his being possessed of a reasonable stock 
of learning, is not sufficient. In addition to these qualifications, 
his habits should evidence a spirit of piety, a disposition to 
the exercises of devotion, and zeal for the extending of the in- 
fluence of religious truth and duty. The want of these pro- 
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perties of character, is radical unfitness: and therefore, what 
we recommend to influential members of our communion, and 
especially to our clerical brethren, is, that they avail themselves 
of opportunities to discourse with candidates for the ministry, 
on the qualifications of inward-character suited to it ; and par- 
ticularly, as described in the promises exacted by the services 
of ordination. In this way, it is possible to accomplish, in a 
degree at least, the object aimed at by those, who advocate the 
making of the movements of the party’s mind a subject of 
formal inquiry in his examination. It is well known, that our 
Church carefully avoids every thing of this sort; as not an- 
swering its professed end, but producing unintended evils. It 
does not follow, that she lays little stress, or rather, that she 
does not lay the greatest stress of all, on the influence of di- 
vine grace over the heart. And therefore, where this is want- 
ing; t will be a deserving well of the Church, ‘and even of the 
party, to suggest to him reflections which shall have a tendency 
to induce him to reconsider and finally relinquish his rash de- 
sign, of engaging in a work to which he is not truly called. 
however he may declare his thinking that he is so, before God 
and the Church ; as is required of him in the service. 

It will not be foreign to the subject, if we intreat our bre- 
thren of the clergy to bestow pains, as opportunity may serve, 
in attention to the course of reading of candidates for the minis- 
try, and in advising them concerning it; so as the more to 
secure their preparation. Our Church is not possessed of any 
public provisions ; which will enable learned divines to devote 
themselves to this department of instruction. We conceive, 
however, that when a good foundation has been laid in the 
learned languages, and in general science ; this deficiency may 
be ina great measure supplied by weil qualified ministers, in 
their respective cures: and we invite their attention to the sub- 
ject, from our earnest desire of recommending and of doing 
whatever promises to aid in the securing of a learned ministry. 
We are aware, that as St. Paul compared even miraculous 
endowments, without charity, to “‘ sounding brass and a tinkling 
cymbal;” the same may be said with still more evident pro- 
priety, of all possible learning, as well in theology as in philoso- 
phy; without that grace of God, which alone can render them 
subservient to his glory. On the other hand, the effects of ma- 
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uifest literary deficiency in a clergyman, are too obvious to be 
overlooked. It tends to drive some of the intelligent and well 
informed members of our Church to other societies, who may 
be more attentive to the qualifications for the ministry in this 
respect; and to detach others from all religious profession ; 
which tends to the increase of irreligion and infidelity. Even 
persons who may be but imperfectly qualified to judge of the 
attainments of their ministers, become alienated from them by 
their reputation for insufficiency. 

We avail ourselves of this opportunity, to make a solemn 
call on both clergy and laity, to put in our power, as circum- 
stances may enable, to carry into effect the official authority 
vested in us, for the relieving of our Church from the scandal 
of any minister—if there be any such—who may dishonour 
his calling by an immoral, or an irreligious life and conversa- 
tion. Wherever the evil may exist, the canons are competent 
to “ the putting away from ourselves of that wicked person.” 
We are far from the wish of becoming ourselves, or of en- 
couraging others to become inquisitors ; and much less of ha- 
zarding the being false accusers. But where reports are con- 
fident, and said to be sustained by facts ; as, on the one hand, 
justice both to the Church and to the individual requires the 
purging of character from infamy ; so, on the other hand, there 
is no consideration conducing to the success of the gospel mi- 


nistry, which does not loudly call for the cutting off from it of 


every minister, whose evil manners counteract its very design. 
And we do not hesitate to say, that those of his brethren who 
do not discountenance his irregularities, counteract by such in- 
difference in their private deportment, the effect of any instruc- 
tions and exhortations which they may deliver from the pulpit. 
It is to little purpose, that an offender is severed from a con- 
gregation, if he be sent to dishonour the communion elsewhere. 
Its not being done canonically, and as an effective removal from 
the ministry itself, is one of the impediments to the establish- 
ing of a consistent system of discipline. We are persuaded, 
that for the sustaining of a competent ministry, every) member 
of it, when entrusted with the pastoral charge of a congrega- 
tion by their voluntary act, ought to have security for perma- 
nency in his station ; until removed, after a fair trial, for some 


error in religion or for some viciousness of life, But how far 
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the winking at an evilliver, by those who are especially looked 
to for the taking of measures towards the removing of him, 
tends to the doing of this in a way, which might be beneficial if 
it were sure to light on unworthy persons only, but which may 
be a precedent leaving toa good man no security for his reputa- 
tion ; is worthy of being considered by all those, who have at 
heart the well-governing of our communion. 

Considering the description of subjects on which we are now 
addressing you, it would be an omission, not to intreat you, to 
aid us in our endeavours to carry into effect the canons of our 
Church generally ; and especially the provisions made for the 
using of her services agreeably to the rubrics. And although 
this is a matter whith belongs more immediately to the clergy ; 
yet we think it not unworthy of the laity to discountenance 
deviations, if made by any minister in contrariety to his solemn 
promises at ordination. We ourselves are not only under a 
common weight of obligation with all the clergy ; but make an 
especial promise at our consecration, of “ conformity and obe- 
dience to the doctrine, discipline, and worship” of our Church. 
Nowy one part of the discipline, is the looking to the mainte- 
nance of order by others, in those three departments. We 
have been sensibly affected by some instances of the breach of 
promises made to us under solemn appeals to God, and invoca- 
tions of the testimony of his Church. We should hold our- 
selves wanting to our subject, if we were not now to declare 
our disappointment, and to invite to the irregularity the dis- 
approbation of all persons, who entertain a sense of the ob- 
ligations of integrity and truth. We do this the more readily ; 
as there have not been wanting occasions, when displeasure has 
been manifested in the premises with good effect, by judicious 
lay-members of congregations, on which the irregularities have 
been obtruded. 

We have one more subject to bring before you : And it is 
the propriety of taking measures, towards all reasonable security 
for perpetuating of the Episcopacy. It is well known, under 
what inconvenience our Church laboured from the want of it, 
while these’states were dependent colonies. It would be ex- 
tremely unpleasant, to be under the necessity of having recourse 
again to the Episcopacy of our Mother Church. Neither do 
we know what civil considerations might interfere, to impede 
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reiterated recourse of this description. The decease of seve- 
ral of our Right Reverend Brethren, the disability of others of 
them from indisposition, and the advanced years of those who 
survive and are in health, induce the present call on you; 
which is to increase our number, so far as it can be done with 
propriety ; and particularly with entire satisfaction as to the 
persons to be chosen. We wish not to lessen your responsi- 
bility in this point. But that being supposed to be regarded by 
both you and us, we take the liberty of holding out to you 
the importance of the object, and to appeal to your own sense 
of the expediency of what we propose. The attendance of but 
two Bishops on this and at the last Convention, and the un- 
avoidable causes preventing the attendance of others of our 
Right Reverend Brethren, afford too strong a proof of the 
propriety of what we now suggest. For although two of our 
Reverend Brethren have been recently chosen to the Episco- 
pacy ; and rejoicing in this event, we intend, God willing, to 
proceed to their consecration very soon after the rising of this 
Conventicn, yet we shall not consider the addition of them to 
our body, as sufficient for the exigency; or as affording the 
measure of security, which the case requires. 

Finally, Brethren, we assure you of our prayers, and invite 
yours, that this and every other measure, designed for the 
glory of God and the good of his curiae. may be blessed by 
him to that end. 

Signed by order of the House of Bishops. 
WILLIAM WHITE, Presiding Bishop. 
New-Haven, May, 1811. 








For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
An Address from a Clergyman to his Communicants. 


Ir was a weighty and afflictive charge which our Lerd al- 
ledged against the Church of Ephesus, Rev. ii. 4, &c. “* Thou 
hast left thy first love.” It implied a want of sensibility, where, 
above all, sensibility is required; or a diminished estimation 
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and regard, where these ought for ever to grow and increase— 
in the minds of believers towards their Lord and Redeemer. 
Gratitude and affection, if in any case they are to be perpetual, 
ought certainly to be so when their object is the God of all 
beneficence, and “ the exceeding riches of his grace in his kind- 
ness to us through Christ Jesus.” And yet the Ephesians had 
suffered their first love, their kindliest, earliest impressions to 
cool and abate towards the ever blessed Jesus, who is here 
most graciously expostulating with them. 

That your regard is not dead, nor a sense of gratitude and 
obligation to your dying Redeemer extinguished in your souls, 
is happily evinced by the act in which you have so lately united 
—receiving the consecrated bread and wine “ in remembrance 
of him.” But still it is a question which concerns us deeply, 
whether we may not have suffered, through the weakness of 
our fallen nature, the corruptions of an ensnaring world, or the 
seductive influences of an unresisted temper, the original ar- 
dour of our breasts to be chilled and deadened, or to. contract 
a comparative coldness and indifference. The expostulation 
in our text will convince us, that it is of no small account for 
us to ascertain this point, and regulate our demeanor according 
to the result. 

But it was to the Ephesians, as a Church and people, that 
our Lord here directed this reproef; and we must remember 
the penalty denounced in case there were not a general change 
and reformation in this respect, verse 5, “* Remember, there- 
fore, from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first 
works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove 
thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.” 

It becomes us, therefore, as members of a Church, and of 
this parish in particular, to ask the question, not for ourselves 
alone, as individuals, but with an eye to the several members 
of that body of which we constitute a part. If the character 
of our Charch, or rather of the Church in this parish, be, that 
it have “ left its first love,” the fact must be interesting to us 
all, as the event will be universally and unexceptionably afflict- 
ive. If our candlestick be removed out of its place—if divine 
ordinances be withdrawn from us, and we can no longer visit 
the ‘house of our God, to worship there, we shall not only be 
disconsolate under such bereavement, but shall bemoan, too 
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tate, the absence of those means which we know to be essential 
to support and cherish, to vivify and invigorate a spirit of true 
piety and vital godliness in the soul, and to bring down the 
needed refreshments of celestial grace, that we perish not * in 
this dry and barren land, where no water is.” This, the re- 
moval of divine ordinances, will be a natural consequence of 
intermitted zeal and ardour in behalf of our holy religion on 
our part: it will require no judicial hand, no signal interposi- 
tion of the Almighty to produce it. We see manifestly what 
is the effect of ordinary intermissions or abatements of zeal 
every where—and, alas! in our own parish in particular. Does 
it not evidently and invariably proceed to this—that when the 
hallowed morn of our Lord’s resurrection arrives, few are dis- 
posed to repair to the tabernacles of the Most High; fewer 
still attend there prepared to join collectedly, audibly, and de- 
voutly in the several acts of holy worship, in confessing their 
sins, with all humble contrition; in supplicating pardon and 
forgiveness, with a proportionate solicitude ; and in accepting 
the purchased mercy of remission through a Mediator, with a 
most lively faith and glowing gratitude; in intreating the suffi- 
cient aids, the renovating powers of the Holy Spirit; and im 
celebrating the praises, and hearkening to the instructions of 
the Lord our God, with engagedness and elevation of Soul. 
How few will respond with fervour, when in the Litany or in 
other parts of our common service we are expected, with one 
heart, and one voice, to unite in petitioning the King of heaven 
for general and especial mercies! How few even will bear 
their part in pronouncing the creed, which is the very standard 
and test of the Christian faith and profession! How few will 
prostrate their minds, as weli as bodies, when the command- 
ments are rehearsed, and implore with adequate and most 
earnest emphasis, that the ** Lord would have mercy upon us,” 
in remitting our past transgressions; and that he would “ in- 

cline our hearts to keep his laws,” that he would “‘ write them 
all in our hearts” by his Holy Spirit! How few, above all, 
will bear a part in that highest, noblest, most angelic office of 
Christian adoration, to laud and magnify the name of God, in 
psalms and hymns of praise and thanksgiving! How few, 
lastly, will consummate and conclude the several acts of prayer 
by that of thanksgiving, for all the undeserved blessings of this 
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life, and all the inconceivable hopes of the world to come, 
through the unspeakable grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ;— 
with firm, unequivocal declarations of entire devotedness to 
our God and Saviour, through the remainder of our probation 
here on earth! : 

How few are the real worshippers in such a state of things— 
when the public ordinances are on the decline in any place, and 
the candlestick about to be finally withdrawn! And, my dear 
brethren, when we speak of such a state, do we not find it re- 
alized, awfully and-actually to have taken place among our- 
selves at this very time? Is not the description given, our 
own condition pourtrayed, the very picture of our customary 
congregations, and of our once reviving, but now relapsed, 
languishing, and almost expiring parish, without one super- 
added or exaggerated feature? I am persuaded you will see, 
and own, and lament the melancholy fact with me. 

[ state not this, my friends, to overwhelm or to distract you; 
but that, surveying our condition as it really is, we may address 
ourselves with one accord, and with hearty zeal and diligence 
to such a line of serious and altered conduct, as, under the di- 
vine benediction, may yet prove a remedy, an antidote to the 
many disasters under which our Zion mourns. To recite 
every thing would be impossible in a short advice like the pre- 
sent, either cf the maladies we labour under, or the course we 
ought to pursue in order to effectuate a desired change. But 
generally it becomes us to exert such zeal, and give proof of 
such acuteness and assiduity of attention, as may evince our 
own sincerity, and will, under the ordinary course of divine 
providence, ensure the end we have in view. 

All should begin with true repentance and humiliation before 
God, confessing our past sins of omission and commission ; 
our past negligence especially ; imploring his pardon and grace, 
and strength for the time to come. “ Then will the Lord wait 
that he may be gracious unto us, and therefore will he be ex- 
alted, that he may have mercy upon us.” *(See Isaiah xxx.) 

And with regard to particular effects—if we would that our 
public service should be duly frequented and devoutly so- 
lemnized, we know that we must count it neither hardship nor 
labour to give our attendance at the stated places of sacred 
worship in the parish, This we all can do, and if we are sin- 
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cere, assuredly will do, even from inclination and desire. 
There are, it is true, two places of public worship,* though it 
is certain the parish is but one, and the congregation in fact but 
one. We must, and shall, plead neither our remoteness, not 
the season, nor the risk of any kind, as an excuse, under usual 
and common circumstances, but remember, that true love 
deems nothing burdensome, nor hesitates at expense or trouble. 
We must reckon it, with the Psalmist, and with the truly pious 
every where, our chief delight, as well as duty, to attend “ the 
courts of the Lord’s house.” 


Certainly we should offer unto the Lord our God, of the best — 


we have, and with a free good will. From him we have re- 
ceived every thing; and we render unto him but his own, in 
all that we can give, in all the powers of our souls and our 
bodies, in the distribution of our time, and the produce of our 
worldly substance. 

Would we, that our two Churches, our places of chief con- 
course, the temples of our God, should be at onee decent, com- 
modious and comfortable? We must encourage, and incite, 
and assist one another to accomplish this most desirable and 
necessary object. 

Would we, that the several parts of divine worship should be 
duly sustained, and ever happily improved and promoted? We 
must read and think, we must study and inquire what belongs 
to the nature of divine worship, and of our service in particu- 
lar ; and fit and prepare ourselves to bear each our own part, so 
far as we are severally capable; and be glad to contribute to- 
wards the encouragement of those who are qualified and wile 
ling to train and instruct in such branches as are requisite ; for 
instance, in psalm singing. We must sacrifice, in many in- 
stances, our own taste and opinion to the general wish and ex- 
treme necessity of the present period. 

Would we, that brotherly love should prevail—that “ bond 
of perfectness,” without which all we can attempt will be in- 
effectual, all our works unacceptable before God, and unpro- 
fitable to our own souls? We must no longer indulge a senti- 
ment of indifference towards each other, towards any one who 
belongs to our persuasion, especially to our communion: we 


* Inthe parish where this address was delivered, there are two places of wor- 
ship; a Church and a Chapel, at some cistance trom each other. 
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must cultivate a lively and undissembled regard for one another, 
as members of one household : we must no longer even accus- 
tom ourselves to speak or think of two separate interests in 
the different parts of this parish, or the two Churches which 
belong to it. 

Would we enjoy the full benefit and comfort of religion in 
our own persons, and in our families? We must watch and 
pray; and ruminate on divine things, till we imbibe their 
real essence and spirit: we must set our affection on things 
above, and converse with Go:l by his word: we must, agree- 
ably to our baptismal office, “ follow the example of our Saviour 
Christ, and be made like unto him—as he died, and rose again 
for us, so must we who are baptized, die from sin, and rise 
again unto righteousness ; continually mortifying all our evil 
and corrupt affections, and daily proceeding im all virtue and 
godliness of living.” We must, in short, industriously and 
faithfully practise the laws and precepts of God’s holy word, 
and wait upon dim duly and thankfully in his several institu- 
tions; ever seriously and most particularly adverting to this, 
that the filial love and fedr of God and of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be the constant animating principle of our pursuits, and 
of our conversation in the world. This must be our course ; 
and we must inculcate and enforce the same upon the members 
of our household, by example, by direct instruction or cate- 
chizing, and by praying to God with them and for them. We 
must bring them to Church; and where our advice and ad- 
monitions are found insufficiert to restrain from vice or from 
ungodliness, we must have recourse to the much needed ex- 
pedient of authority and discipline. 

By these means, faithfully, and humbly, and perseveringly 
pursued, we may naturally look for certain specific ends and 
advantages to be attained. But we must look to the divine 
promise, and rely upon it with faith and afhance. We need not, 
eannot doubt the fulfilment of God’s word. By the blessing of 
all-bounteous heaven, and the genial dews of infinite grace, we 
may yet survive all the present depressions of our Zion, and 
see her through all her difficulties: we may be, as to our own 


parish in particular, smail as is our number; we may be “ like | 


Jleaven which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, 
till the whole was leavened.” (See St. Luke xiii. 21.) From 
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this small grain of mustard seed a tree may grow. “ Fear 
not,” said our Lord to his disciples, when their number, and 
the number consequently of the whole Christian Church, was 
smaller than that which is now together in this place, “ fear 
not, little flock: for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom.” | 

We shall, at all events, fulfil our Lord’s requisition in the 
passage alluded to, aad discharge our own duty: * Remember, 
therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and.do the 
first works ; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will re- 
move thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.” 

“ Repent, and do the first works”—and ‘ except thou re- 
pent.” Upon this all is suspended. May God grant that a 
truly penitent and contrite spirit may prevail and operate uni- 
versally among us ; that it may produce as universal a reforma- 
tion, and most happily arrest the progress of destruction—that 
we cease not to be a people of the Lord !—but that, recovering 
our standing, and progressing in all the characteristic graces of 
our profession, we may, with *‘ those that overcome,” (Rev. 
iii. 12.) “* be made pillars in the temple of our God,” that we 
‘“‘ go no more out.” Amen. So be it. 








The following extract from “ An Exposition upon the Command- 
ments,” by the learned and pious Ezekiel Hopkins, Bishop of 
Londonderry, in Ireland, is recommended to the attention of 
those who are advocates for “ the divine appoiniment, &c, of 
Ruling Elders.” 


ANOTHER duty of the people is to honour their Minis- 
ters as their spiritual fathers: yea, the Apostle speaks of a 
double honour that is due to them, 1 Tim. v. 17, Let Liaers 
that rule well, be accounted worthy of double honour. All must 
have that honour given them which is due to their function ; 
but those who rule the flock well, «ais, i. e. not barely com- 
mendably, but excellently, must have this honour doubled to 
them: and those who not only thus rule, but excel others in 
teaching them likewise, must have this double honour doubled 
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upon them ; especially they that labour in the word and doc- 
trine. Now this double honour is commonly taken for the 
honour of reverence, and the honour of maintenance ; and per- 
haps this place doth most especially mean this latter when it 
speaks of double honour. For this word sum often signifies 
reward and maintenance, and is in that sense used in this verv 
chapter, verse 3, Xwzus tiua, tox: dytws xnexs, honour widows, i. e. 
relieve widows, that are widows indeed. And here, by the 
way, we may see how groundless their assertion is, who from 
this place establish an order new and unknown to the Church 
of God till of late, Lay-ruling Elders. For if this text gives 
them any such authority, it gives them double honour too; and 
so, consequently, by divine right, they may challenge main- 
tenance from the people, as well as the ministers themselves ; 
nay, and if they rule well, a large and plentiful maintenance, 
double as much as may suffice others of their own rank and 
order; which honour, when they. shall challenge to themselves, as 
doubtless they may upon as good proof and evidence as the au- 
thority they pretend to, certainly their pastors will find greater 
reason to annihilate these creatures of their fancy and politic 
accommodation than ever they had to forge them. 








Extract from a Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocese 
of Landaff, by Bishop Watson. 


PERSONAL predestination appears to manv to be a doc- 
trine full of impiety and despair. ‘They think it impious, as 
it represents God to be a blind or malignant being—blind, if he 
dooms a man to eternal destruction without knowing whether 
he will do good or evil; and malignant, if knowing, he makes 
no distinction, in his decrees, between them who obey and 
them who disobey him. They think it a doctrine pregnant 
with despair—for now to be persuaded that you are inevitably 
doomed to everlastmg punishment, that no future rectitude of 
conduct, no penitence for what is past, no supplication, no 
intercession, nothing which can be done by yourself, or by any 
other for you, can in the least avail to the altering of your 
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fate; what is this, say they, but to overwhelm the soul with 
the blackness of despondent horror? Is it not, they ask, a 
more impious doctrine than that of Epicurus? for that repre- 
sented God as not troubling himself in the government of the 
world, as making no distinction between the righteous and 
the wicked, as suffering both to die and become extinct ; but 
this represents him, as consigning to everlasting torments, those 
whom he had from all eternity determined to condemn. This 
doctrine, which St. Chrysostom amongst the ancients, and Armi- 
nius amongst the moderns, reprobated as unworthy of God, 
has been zealously mantained by Ca/vin and St. Austin. In my 
humble judgment, they have done great service to christianity, 
who have endeavoured to show that it is not founded in scrip- 
ture. For nothing has contributed more to the propagation of 
deism, than the, making doctrines abhorrent from reason, parts 
of the christian system. There may be doctrines above reason; 
but nothing, which is evidently contrary to reason, can ever be 
justly considered as a part of the christian dispensation.—I 
will instance in another point. 

A deist stumbles at the very threshold of religion, and turns 
with scorn and terror from the temple of God, when he is told 
that he cannot enter into it but through the gate of original sin, 
as described by Fulgentius, the disciple of St. Austin. He 
admits original sin in a certain sense, acknowledging that it is 
not contrary to reason, that the whole human race should, from 
the transgression of Adam, become subject to labour, disease, 
and death ; but he bids us combine into one idea whatever we 
have read of the Manichean doctrine concerning an evil prin- 
ciple, of the sanguinary tenets of the worshippers of Moloch, 
of the cruel superstitions of paganism in every age and coun- 
try; and he defies us to form any thing so hideous to imagina- 
tion, so repugnant to reason, so destructive of every just no- 
tion of a Supreme Being, as the doctrine of an orthodox father 
of the christian church, concerning original sin. The doctrine, 
in the words of Fulgentius, stands thus—/irmissime tene, et 
nullatenus dubites, parvulos, sive in uteris matrum vivere inct- 
piunt et bt moriuntur, sive cum de matribus nati sine sacra- 
mento sancti baptismatis de hoc seculo transeunt, ignis @ternt 
sempiterno supplicio puniendos.—Parent of universal good! 
merciful Father of the human race! how hath the benignity 
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upon them ; especially they that labour in the word and doc- 
trine. Now this double honour is commonly taken for the 
honour of reverence, and the honour of maintenance ; and per- 
haps this place doth most especially mean this latter when it 
speaks of double honour. For this word rus often signifies 
reward and maintenance, and is in that sense used in this very 
chapter, verse 3, Xmas tiux, ras dvrws xnexs, honour widows, i. e. 
relieve widows, that are widows indeed. And here, by the 
way, we may see how groundless their assertion is, who from 
this place establish an order new and unknown to the Church 
of God till of late, Lay-ruling Elders. For if this text gives 
them any such authority, it gives them double honour too; and 
so, consequently, by divine right, they may challenge mains 
tenance from the people, as well as the ministers themselves ; 
nay, and if they rule well, a large and plentiful maintenance, 
double as much as may suffice others of their own rank and 
order; which honour, when they shall challenge to themselves, as 
doubtless they may upon as good proof and evidence as the au- 
thority they pretend to, certainly their pastors will find greater 
reason to annihilate these creatures of their fancy and politic 
accommodation than ever they had to forge them. 


a 








Extract from a Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocese 
of Landaff, by Bishop Watson. 


PERSONAL predestination appears to many to be a doc- 
trine full of impiety and despair. ‘They think it impious, as 
it represents God to be a blind or malignant being—blind, if he 
dooms a man to eternal destruction without knowing whether 
he will do good or evil; and malignant, if knowing, he makes 
no distinction, in his decrees, between them who obey and 
them who disobey him. They think it a doctrine pregnant 
with despair—for now to be persuaded that you are inevitably 
doomed to everlasting punishment, that no future rectitude of 
conduct, no penitence for what is past, no supplication, no 
intercession, nothing which can be done by yourself, or by any 
other for you, can in the least avail to the altering of your 
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fate; what is this, say they, but to overwhelm the soul with 
the blackness of despondent horror? Is it not, they ask, a 
more impious doctrine than that of Epicurus? for that repre- 
sented God as not troubling himself in the government of the 
world, as making no distinction between the righteous and 
the wicked, as suffering both to die and become extinct; but 
this represents him, as consigning to everlasting torments, those 
whom he had from all eternity determined to condemn. This 
doctrine, which St. Chrysostom amongst the ancients, and Armi- 
mius amongst the moderns, reprobated as unworthy of God, 
has been zealously mantained by Calvin and St. Austin, In my 
humble judgment, they have done great service to christianity, 
who have endeavoured to show that it is not founded in scrip- 
ture. For nothing has contributed more to the propagation of 
deism, than the, making doctrines abhorrent from reason, parts 
of the christian system. There may be doctrines above reason; 
but nothing, which is evidently contrary to reason, can ever be 
justly considered as a part of the christian dispensation.—I 
will instance in another point. 

A deist stumbles at the very threshold of religion, and turns 
with scorn and terror from the temple of God, when he is told 
that he cannot enter into it but through the gate of original sin, 
as described by Fulgentius, the disciple of St. Austin. He 
admits original sin in a certain sense, acknowledging that it is 
not contrary to reason, that the whole human race should, from 
the transgression of Adam, become subject to labour, disease, 
and death ; but he bids us combine into one idea whatever we 
have read of the Manichean doctrine concerning an evil prin- 
ciple, of the sanguinary tenets of the worshippers of Moloch, 
of the cruel superstitions of paganism in every age and coun- 
try; and he defies us to form any thing so hideous to imagina- 
tion, so repugnant to reason, so destructive of every just no- 
tion of a Supreme Being, as the doctrine of an orthodox father 
of the christian church, concerning original sin. The doctrine, 
in the words of Fulgentius, stands thus—/irmzssime tene, et 
nullatenus dubites, parvulos, sive in uteris matrum vivere inct- 
piunt et ibi moriuntur, sive cum de matribus nati sine sacra- 
mento sancti baptismatis de hoc seculo transeunt, ignis aternt 
sempiterno supplicto puniendos.—Parent of universal gaod! 
merciful Father of the human race! how hath the benignity 
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of thy nature been misrepresented! how hath the gospel of thy 
Son been misinterpreted by the burning zeal of presumptuous 
man! I mean not, on this occasion, to enter into the various 
questions which learned men have too minutely discussed, 
concerning the lapse of our first parents, the original rectitude, 
and subsequent depravation of human nature; I simply mean 
to say, that a proposition which asserts, that infants dying in 
the womb will be tormented in everlasting fire, on account of 
Adam’s transgression, is a proposition so entirely subversive of 
all our natural notions of the justice and mercy of the Supreme 
Being, that it cannot be admitted, unless a passage in scripture 
could be produced, in which it is clearly, and in so many 
words revealed ; and I am certain that no such passage can be 
produced. 








INSTITUTION. 


On Thursday, August 8, the Rev. James Chapman was in- 
stituted Rector of St. Peter’s Church, Perth-Amboy, (New- 
Jersey). The Rev. Dr. Croes, of New-Brunswick, read the 
Morning Prayer, and performed the office of Institution ; and a 
sermon, adapted to the occasion, was delivered by the Rev. 
Mr. Rudd, of Elizabeth-Town. 








Extract fromthe Fournals of the Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Maryland, held in Fune, 1811. 


The following communication was received from the Bishop. 


“« Baltimore, Fune 20, 1811. 

“ Rev. and respected Gentlemen, 
“‘ Having devoted myself to the service of God in the Chris- 
tian ministry, for 40 years and upwards, and having sat in the 
E.piscopal Chair for nearly 20 of those years, I cannot, I will 
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not desert the interests of the Church of Maryland. Neither 
the laws of God, nor of the Church, nor will my own wishes 
permit this. It is therefore my determination, that all the 
powers of body and mind, with which it shall please God to 
bless me, shall be exerted in the discharge of the pastoral du- 
ties, to the end of my days. 

“ But the infirmities of age, and the violent paroxysms of my 
painful disorder, sometimes render me unable to take long 
journies to the distant parts of this large diocess. Thus cir- 
cumstanced, and the concerns of our dear Church being para- 
mount, with me, to every other consideration, [ apprehend it 
to be my duty, to hold up to your view the propriety of choos- 
ing some ‘ qualified Clergyman,’ who, when consecrated, may 
assist me in discharging the functions of the Episcopate. 

** You will be pleased seriously to weigh the matter of this 
communication in your minds, and act, as to you may seem fit, 
at the present or some subsequent session. 

** Should you, in your wisdom, think such an officer necessa- 
ry, whether you make choice of him now, or defer it to a future 
time, assure yourselves, you may reckon upon my cordial accep- 
tance of the person whom you may choose. 


“ Earnestly do I pray the Great Head of our holy Church, 


that he will condescend ‘to have you in his keeping,’ and that 
he will be pleased to guide and direct your consultations, to the 
advancement of his own glory, and the peace, happiness, and 
prosperity of his Body, the Church. 

“I am, Rev. and respected Brethren, you affectionate Dio- 
cesan, 


“ THOMAS JNO. CLAGGETT.” 


Resolved, that the respectful thanks of this Convention be 
presented to the Right Rev. Bishop Claggett, for his communi- 
cation made to them this day, and that he be formed of the 
following resolution. 

Resolved, that the said communication be inserted on the 
journal, and the consideration thereof postponed till the next 
Convention. 
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At the opening of the Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church of the State of New-York, held in the city of New- 
York, on Tuesday, October 2, divine service was performed 
by the Rev. Mr. BuTxer, of Troy, and a sermon preached by 
the Rev. Joun Bowpen, D.D. trom 1 Tim. iv. 16. “ Take 
heed unto thyself; and unto thy doctrine ; continue in them; 
for in doing this, thou shalt both save thyself and them that 
hear thee.” After which, the Rev. Jounw Cross, junar. Deacon, 
of _New-Jersey, and the Rev. Samuvet Futter, Deacon, of 
Renselaerville, in this State, were admitted, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Hosart, to the holy order of Priests. 


a Gp ie 


ORDINATION. 


At a private ordination, holden in Trinity Church, Newport, 
Rhode-Island, on Friday, September 13, 1811, the Right Rev. 
ALEXANDER V. GriswoLp, D. D. Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the Eastern Diocese, admitted Mr. Hum- 
PHREY, of Gardiner, in the District of Maine, tothe holy order 
of Deacons. Morning prayer was read, and an appropriate 
discourse delivered by the Rev. Mr. Wueaton, from 1 Tim. 
iil. 13. They that have used the office of a Deacon well, pur- 
chase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the 


faith which is in Christ Fesus. 








ERRATA. 


Page 154, line 2 from bottom, for “ those” read these. 
155, note, line 7, for “ proprietory” read proprietary. 
157, note, line 3 from bottom, for “‘ in” read on. 
160, line 4, for “ mentioned” read maintained. 
161, line 2, for ** bringing” read brings. 
163, line 6 from bottom, for “ AovsZa” read AoviZa. 
165, line 3, for * holy” read only. 
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